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_ For My, Alexander Henderſon. 


Mr, Henderſon, 


Know very well what a great diſadvantage it ls for: 
Me, to maintain an Argument of Divinty with ſo+ 
able and learned a Man as your ſelf, it being your, 
not My Profeſſion ; which really was the cauie that 
made Me defire to hear ſome Learned Man argue my: 
Opinion with you, of whoſe Abilities I might be confi= 
deat, that I ſhould not be led into an Errour, for wane 
of having all which could be ſaid laid open untaMe.For 
indeed My humour is ſuch, that I am ſtill partial for 
that ſide, which I imagine ſuffers for the weakneſs of 
thoſe that maintain it; always thinking that equal 
Champions would caſt the balance on the other parr. 
Yet ſince that you (thinking that it will ſave time) de- 
fice to go another way, I ſhall not conteſt with you in; 
it, but treating you as My Phyſician, give you leave 
to take your own way of cure : only I rhought fit ta 
warn you, leſt if you (not I) ſhould be miſtaken in this, 
you would be fain (in a manner) to begin anew. 

Then know, rhar from My Infancy I was bleſt with 
the King My Father's Love, which I thank God, was 
E-.an lavaluable Happinels to Me all his days: and among 
EAI his Cares for My Education, his chief was, to ſettle 
right in Religion; in the true knowledge of which 
made Himſelf ſo eminent to all the World, rhar, I 
are, none can call in queſtion the brightnefs of His 
8 in that Particular, withour ſhewiog their own 
ant baſe Malice. He it was who laid in Me the 
ds of Chriſtianity, which to this day I have been 
nt in. So that, whether the worthineſs of My 
tor be conſider'd, or the not few years that 1 
FR been ſcttled in My Principles; it ought to be no 
4 A-2 ſtrange 
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ſtrange thing, if it be found no eaſie work to make Me Be 
alrer them : and the rather, that hitherto I have (ace F 
cording ro Se. Paul's rule, Rem. Xiv. 22.) been happy in. 
Not condemning my ſelf in that thing which I allow. Thus 
having ſhewed you How, it remains to tell you what I 
bel eve, in relarion to theſe miſerable Diſtrations. 

No one thing made Me more reverence the Refors. 
mation of My Mother, the Church of England, than that 
3t was cone (zccording fo the Apoſtles defence, Afts 
XXiV. 18 ) Neithcr with Multitade, nor with Tumult. but 


Jegelly and orderly; and by thoſe whom T conceiveto | 


have the reforming power; which with many other in= 
ducements, mide Me always conſtdent that the work 
was very perfect as to Effentials; of which number 
Church-Government being undoubtedIy one, ] put no 
queſtion, but that would have been likewiſe altered if 
there had been cauſe. Which opinion of Mine was ſoon 
turned into more than a confidence, when I perceiv'd 
that in this particular (as I muſt fay of all the reſt) we 
Tetained nothing, but according as it was deduced from 
the Apoſtles to be the conſtant univerſal cuſtom of the 
Primicive Church; and that it was of ſuch conſequence, 
as by the alterztion of it, we ſhould deprive our ſelves of 
a lawful Prieſthood; and then, how the Sacraments can 
be duly :dminiſtred, 1s caſte to Judge. Theſe are the 
Principal] Reaſons which make Me believe that Bi ſhops 
are necef{iry for a Church, and, I think, ſufficient for 
Me (if 1 had no more) not to give My Conſent for 
their expulſion out of England. But I have another obs 
lization, that to My particular is a no lefs tie of Con. 
ſcience, which 1s, My Corazation Oath. Now if (as Sr. 
Paul ſaith, Rom. XIV. 23.) He that doubteth is damned fy he} 
eat, what can I expeQ, if I ſhould not only give AY 
knowin gly to My Peoples ſinning, but likewiſe be fl 
jured My ſelf ? 

Now conſider, ought IT not to keep My [if fol 
ſumptuous ſins £ and you know who ſays, Wha: ” 
profit a man, though he ſhould gain the whole worldg 
loſe hi: own Soul? Wherefore My conſtant mainrel 
os Epiſcopacy in England, (where there was never. 
ther Government ſince Chriſtianity-was in chit KN 
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dm) methinks, ſhould be rather commended than 
wondered at; My Conſcience diretting Mz: ro maintain 
the Laws of the Land; which being only My endea» 
vours at this time, I defire to know of you, [What war- 
rant there is in the Word of God, for Subjef#; to endeaveur to 
force their King's Conſcience, or to make him alter Laws a= 
- gainſt his will? If this be not My preſent caſe, I ſhall be 
F glad to be miſtaken; or if My Judgment in Religion 
" hath been miſled all this time, I ſhall be willing to be 
better direted: till when, you muſt excuſe Me, to be 


conſtant in the Grounds which the King My Father 
hath taught Me. - 


Newcaftile, May 29. 1646, C. R. 
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For His MaJjEesry. 


SIR, 


T is Your Majeſty's Royal Goodneſs, and not my merit, that 
hath made Your Majeſly to conce;ve any opinion of my 
Abilities ; which (were they worthy of the ſmalleſt teſtumony 
from Your Majeſty) ought in all duty to be improved for Your 
Majeſty's ſatisfaftion. And this I intended in my coming here 
at this time, by a free, yet modeſt, expreſſion of the true mo» 
tives and inducements which drew my mind to the di/like of 
; Epiſcopal Government, where; I was bred in my younger 
years in the Univeriſiy, Like as I did apprehend that it was 
a 2: Majeſty's purpoſe to have the Queſtion diſputed by 
Wines on both ſides; which I would never (to the wronging 
he Cauſe) have undertaken alone, and which ſeldom or 
br hath been an effeftual way for finding of Truth, or m0« 
F the minds of Men to relinquiſh their former Tenents, 
Wm res tranſit i judicio in affcttum; witneſs the Pole= 
Ba between the Papiſts and us, and among our ſelves about 
cr now in hand, theſe many years paſt. 
EF. Sir, When I conſider Tour Majeſty's Education under the 
3y A 3 : hand 
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the Change now than they had in former Times. 
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hand of ſuch a Father, the length of time Wherein Your Majes | ©. 

?y Lath been ſettled in Tur Prineiples of Church-Govern= * 
Tent, the Arg»ments which have continually in private and 
 publick, eſpecially of Iate ar Oxford, filed Nour Majilty's ears 
fer the Divine Right thereof, Your Coronation Oath, .,nd divers 

tate Reafuns which Your Majeſty doth not mention ; 1 do nt | 
wonder, nor think it anj ſlrarge thing, that Your Mei lt; hath 3 
07 at fri f given place to a contrary impriſſimm 1 remember} 

that the famius Joannes Picus Mirandulz proveth by irre= 
tragable "Reaſons (which no rational man will contradi&) * 
"4 hat no man hath ſo much power over his own UndCer- 
ftand1ng,as to make himſelf | believe what he will, or to 
think that to be true which his Reaſon telleth bim is 
falſe; much lefs is it poſſible for any Man to have his 
Rezſun commanded by tne. will or at the pleaſure of an- 


2 It is a true ſaying of th ve Schie! men, Voluntas i Imperat 
ntelleQui quoad exercitium, non quoad fſpecificati- 
onem; Mine own will or the will of anther may command 

me torkink upon a matter, but no will or command can con- 
firain me to determine otherwiſe than my Reaſon teacheth 

me. Yet, Sir, I hope Your Majeſty will acknowledge (for Yuur 
Paper ovelelſe no leſs) that according to the ſaying of Am- 
broſe, Non eft pudor ad meliora tranfire, 1t is neither ſm © 
0r ſhame to change to the better, Symmachus 7n one of his 
Epiſiles (1 think tothe Emperours Theodoftus and Velen 
Mintan) ellecgeth all thoſe motives from Eaucation, from Pre« 


condition of ihe Roman Empire, and from the Laws of the 
7,anda, to perſwad /e them t9 C01 Rancy in the ancient Pagan pros 
Teſfion of the Romans, againſt the imbracing of the Chrifl iam. "Wo 
Faith. The like reaſons © were ulcd by the 95.2 for Moſes A - b 
gainſt Chriſt; and may be uſd botis for Papery and for t a: F 
Papacy it ſelf againf the Reformation of Religion and Churchy 

Geverument ; end thereſcre can have no mare fireugth 2; 1th 


3. But Toar Majefty may perhaps jay, That this is petigh 
Principit, and nothing cl/e but the beeping of the * ue 
ara 1 ernfel; it were ſo, if there can FE 79 Rains brought. '0 
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orderly, and by thoſe who had rhe Reforming Power; and I 
ao not deny but it were t0 be wiſh'd that Religion, where there 


power, and that it were wot committed to the Prelates, who 
have greateſt need to be reformed themſelves, ner left to the 
 anultitude. wh:m God ftirreth up when Princes are negligent. 
k Thus did Jacob reform his own Family, Moles deſtroyed the 
F. Golden Calf, the good Kings of Judab reformed the Church in 
F thcir time: but that ſuch Reformation hath been perfef, 1 
cannot admit Aſa took away Idolatry, but his Reformation 
was net per{ef ; for Jehoſaphat removed the High places, yet 
was not his Reformation perfe; for it was Hezekiah chat 
brake the Brazen Serpent, and Joſtah ae(iroyea the Iaot-Tem= 
ples, who therefore beareth this Elogy, hat like unto hum 
there was no Kings before him. Lt 7s too well known that 
the Reformation of K. Henry the VIII. was moſt imperfe& in 
the Efſ:ntials of Doftr:ne, Worſhip and Government: And 
arhough it proceeded by ſome degrees of terward, yet the Go= 
Urrnment was never Reformed; the Head was changed, Do= 
ninus, non Dominium, azd the whole limbs of the Artie 
chrifiian Hierarchy retained, upon what Snares and Tempta= 
tions of Avarice and Ambition, the great Enchanters of the 
Clergy, I need not expreſs. It was a hard ſaying of Romance 
' rum Malleus, Groſthed of Lincoln, That Reformation 
Was not to be expeed, miſt in ore gladii cruentandi. Yet 
thi: I may [ay, thai the Laodicean lubewarnmneſs of Refore 

ration bore hath been matter uf continued complaints to many 
of the Gaaly in this Kingdom-40ccafon of mare Schiſm and Se= 
g poration than ever was heard of in any other Church, aud of 
" 8 mſpeakablc grief and ſorrow to other Churches, which God d:1d 
L  #e/s 27th greater purity of Reformation, The plory of this 
"ALL werk w: hope 1s reſerved for Tour Majeſty, that to Tour 
Wor: and cvirlaſting Fame the praiſe of the godly Joliah 
b be 241. Yours; which yet will be no diſpraiſe to Tur 
WE Fa:icr, or Edward the J/{. or any other Religions 
bs 6:jur? Y14 : none of them having ſo fair an opportunity 
pow v7 ?/e ſupreme Providence put tata Your Royal hands, 
Wo tromoleti ty think and to farcjee what may ve the 
k tf his e*ppronwty bemculeffed. I will neiihcr uſe the 
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iS It was of ſuch conſequence, as by the alteration of it;] 


il fie to judge. ] 1humbly offer theſe conſiderations. Firft, what 
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4. To the Argument brought by Your Majeſty (which I bes 


more briefly, and yet ſo fully and ſtrongly have expreſſed) 
-| [That nothing was retained in this Church but accord- , 

ing as it was deduced from the Apoſtles to the conſtant , 
univerſal prattice of the Primitive Church ; and that! 


| We ſhould deprive our ſelves of the lawfulneſs of 
Prieſthood (1 think Nour Majeſty means a lawful Miniftry) 
j and then how the Sacraments can be adminiſtred is ea f 


was not in the times of the Apoſiles, cannot be deduced from 
them: We ſay in Scotland, It cannot be brought Bur, 
that 1s not the Ben: Bur (xot to inſiſt now on a Liturgy, 
and things of that kind) there was no ſuch Hierarchy, no ſuch 


Ii difference betwixt the Biſhop and a Preibyter, in the times of 


| the Apoſiles, and therefore it cannot thence be deduced ; for 1 
| conceive it to be as clear as if it were written with a Sun- 
beam, that Prezbyter and Biſhop are to the Apoſtles one and 
the ſame thing, no majority, no inequality or difference of office, 


" power,or degree betwixt the one and the other,but a meer iden® ., 


$ tity in all. 2, That the Apoſiles intending to ſet down the Offices 
| and Officers of the Chu: ch, and ſpeaking ſo often of them, and 
of their gifts and duties, and that not upon occaſion, but of 
Jet purpoſe ; do neither expreſs nor imply any ſuch Paſtcr or 
Biſhop as hath power over other Paſtors ; although it be true, 
tha: they have diflinily and particularly expreftl the Office, 
Gifts and Zuties of the meaneſt Officers, ſuch as Deacons, 
| 3. Thet in the Minifiry of the New Teftament there is @ come- 
ly, beautiful, and Divine Order and ſubordination ; one kind | 
, of Miniſter: both erdinary and extraordinary being placed ia 
degree and dignity b-fore another, as the Apeſiles firſt, rhe 
| Evaneelifts, Paſ/c's. Doors, NC. in their own ranks ;.* 
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commonly called, The power of Order and JuriſdiGtion, 
gre by the Apoſtles declared to be common t0 the Presbyter and 
B'thop: 4nd that, Matth xv 15, 17. the gradation in 
matters of Diſcipline or Church-cenſarc es, is from one, to two, 
) more. and if he {hall negle& them, te!l ir to ther 
Church : he ſaith not, tell it ro the Biſhop; there is no place 
: left to a retrogradation from more to one, were he never ſg 
eminent. If theſe conſiderations do not ſatisfie, Your Majeſty 
" may have more, or the [ame further cleared. | 

6. Secondly, I do humdoly acfire your Majeſty to take notice 
of the fallacy of that Argument, from the pratice of the Pris 
mitive Church, and the univer{al conſent of the Fathers. It 
is the Aygument of the Papiſts for ſuch Traditions as no Ore 
: thodow Divine will admit, The Law ani Teflimony muſt be 
the Rule We can have no certain knowledge of the Praifice 
univorſal of the Church for many years ; Euſebins the prime 
Hiſtorian conf-fſeth ſo much : and the Learned Joſephus Sca- 
Iiger zeftifieth, That from the end of the Afts of the Apoſtles 
untill a good time aftcr, no certainty can be had from Eccleſi= 
aftical Authors about Church matters. It is true, Diotrephes 
ſought the preheminence in the Apoſiles times, end the myſtery 
of iniquity did then begin to work; and no doubt in after 
times ſome pufſed up with Ambition, and others overtaken 
with Weakneſs, endeavoured alteration of Church-Governs 
ment: but that all the Learned and Godly of thoſe times con= 
ſented to ſuch a Change as is talked of afterwards, will ne« 
ver be proved. 

6. Thirdly, I will never think that Tour Majeſty will deny 
thelawfulneſs of a Min:ſiry, and the due adminiſtration of the 
i Sacramicnts in the Reformed Churches, which have no Diece- 

a Biſhops, fith it is not only manifeſt by Scripture, but 8 
£7247 many of the firongeft Chempions for Epiſcopacy. do con= 
8, 1at Presbyters may Ordain other Presbyters; and that 
Wor adminiſired by a private Perſon, wanting a publick 
ing, or by a Midwife, and by a Presbyter. although not 
ped E a Biſhop, are not one and the ſame thing. 

i Soncerning the other Argument taken from Your Majes 

0741107 Oath, 1 confeſs, that both in the taking and 
me ry of an Oath EE Fiore thing is it, and ſo hich a 
of "= much tenderneſs is required: and far be it 
v, who deſire to obſerve our own Solemn Oath, to preſs 
Tour 


' 

| 

r | 
 ? 
&--4 
iti : 
8-1 

=! 

| 

i 

i 

2 

: 


4 
; 
3158 
{ 


16 Papers betwixt His Majzsty 
Your Majeftly with the violation of Tuurs. Yet Sir, 1 will crave 
Your leave, n all humbleneſs and ſincerity to lay before Your 
Majeſty s eyes this ene thing, (which perhaps may require a 
larger Diſcourſe) That although no humane authority can diſ- 
pence with an Oath, Quia Religio juramenti perrinet ad 

forum Divinum; yer in ſome cafes it cannot be denied but | 
Zhe Obligation of an oath ceaſeth: As when we ſwear hi- * 
mage and obedience to our Lord and Superiour, who after« | 
waras ceaſeth to be our Lord and Superiour 3 for then the fore \ 
mal cauſe of the Oath is taken away, and therefore the Ob- 
ligation, Sublari Causi tollitur Effe&us, Sublato Relato 
tollitur Correlatum : or when an Oath hath a ſpecial refe= 
rence to the benefit of thoſe to whom I make the promiſe, if we 
have their deſire or conſent, the Oblization ceaſeth ; becauſe 
all ſuch Oaths from the Nature of the thing do include a Con= 
aition. When the Parliaments of both Kingdoms have cove= 
wanted for the aboliſhing or altering of 8 Law, Yiur Majeſty's 
Oath doth not bind You or Your Conſcience to the obſerving of 
zt; otherwiſe no Laws could be altercd by the Leziſtatizve Power. 
This 1 conceive hath been the ground of remiwuing Epiſcopal 
Government in Scotland, axd of the removing the Biſhops out 
of the Parliament of England. And I aſſure my ſelf that 
Tour Majeſiy did not intend at the taking of Your Oath, that 
#lthough both Houſes of Parliament ſhould find an alteration 
neceſſary, although (which God Almighty avert) You ſbould loſe 
Your ſelf and Tour Pofterity and Crown, that Y\u would never 
conſent to the aboliſhing of ſuch a Law. If Ywur Majeſty ftill 
ejeF, that the matrer of the Oath is neceſſary and ime 


mutable ; that doth not belong to this, but to the former Ar= 
gument. 
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49d Mr. Alex. Henderſon. II 
A. to Tour Majeſty) He would not adviſe Your Majefly to 
Jpes ſuch hazards for thoſe Men who will chuſe rather to pull 
down Your Throne with their own ruine, than that they periſh 


alone. The Lord give Your Majeſty L wiſe and diſcerning 
Spirit to chuſe that in time which is right. 


June 3. 1646. 


' His MajzsTr's Second Paper. 
For Mr: Alexander Henderſon. 
A Reply to his Anſwer to my firſt Paper. June 6. 1646. 


My. Henderſon, 
LF it had been the Honour of the Cauſe which T1 
looked after, I would not have undertaken to put 
Pen to Parer, or ſingly to have maintained this Argn«= 
"ment againft you (whoſe Anſwer to my former Paper is 
ſufficient, without further proofs, to juſtify my opinion 
of your Abilities :) but it being merely (as you know} 
For my particular ſatisfaQion, I aſſure you that a Diſ- 
 putation of well choſen Divines would be moſt ef- 
* feftual ; and, I believe, you cannot but grant, that I 
muſt beſt know how My ſelf may be beſt ſatisfied ; for 
certainly My Taſte cannot be guided by another Man's 
Palate: and indeed I will fay, that when it comes (as 
- 3t muſt) to Probations, I muſt have either Perſons or 
& Books to clear the Allegations, or it will be impoſſible 
LED give Me ſatisfaction. The foreſecing of which made 
we at firſt (for the ſaving of time) deſire that ſome of 
ple Divines which I gave you in a Liſt, might be ſent 


Concerning your ſecond Seftion, I were much to 
te if I ſhould not ſubmit to that ſaying of St. .4m-= 
Which you mention, for I would be unwilling to 
wnd leſs ingenuous than you ſhew your ſelf to be 
te former part of it : wherefore my Reply is, that as 
my not be aſhamed 78 change for the Better, fo I ay 
4M es ee: 


. anſwer. 
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ſee that 1t 1s Berter before I Change, otherwiſe Incont 
ſtancy in this were both Sin and Shame ; and remem- 
ber (what your ſelf hath learnedly enforced) that wo 
Man s Reaſon can be commanded by another Man's Will, | 
3. Your thicd begins, but I cannot fay that jt goes on, 
with that Ingenuity which the other Gid ; for I do nog 
underſtand how thoſe Examples cited our of t.e Old 
Teſtament do any way prove that the way of Reforms 
Zion which I commend hath not been the moſt perfe& 
or that any other is lawful, thoſe having been all by 
th! Regal Authority : and becauſe Henry the Eighth's 
Reformation was not perfect, will it prove that of King 
Edward and Q. Elizabeth to be unperfe&t? I believe a 
new Mode and Figure muſt be found out to form a 
Syllogiſm whereby to prove that. But however you 
are miſtaken ; for no Man who truly underſtands the 
Engliſh Reformation,will derive it from Henry the Eighth, 
for he only gave the occaſion; it was his Son who be. 


gan, and Q. Elizabeth that perfeQed it. Nor did I ever 


aver that the beginning of any Humane Ation was per- 
fe&t, no more than you can prove that God hath ever given 
approbation to Multitudes to Reform the Negligence of Princes: 
For, you know, there is much Difference between Per. 
miſſion and Approbation. Bur all this time I find no 
Reaſons (according tc your promile) for a Reformation 


or Change, (I mean ſince Q. Elizabeth's time.) As for 


Your Remanorum Malleus his laying, it is well you come 
off it with {| yer I muſt ſay; ] for it ſeems to imply, as 
if you neither ought nor would juſtify that blogdy une - 
godly ſaying : and for your comparing our Reformations 
here to the Laodicean lukewarmneſs, proved by Complaints 
Grievings, &c, all that doth, and but unhandſomly 
petere Principium ; nor can Generals ſatisfie Me ; for. 

muſt firſt prove that thoſe Men had reaſon to « 
?lain, thoſe Churches to be Grieved, and hov! we { 
truly the Cauſers of this Schiſm and Separationg 
for thoſe words which you will not uſe, I wit 


4. Here indeed you truly repeat the firſt of my 
main Arguments: but, by your favour, you take & 
conceive) a wrong way to convince Me: It 1S5I W 
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me good the Affirmative, for I believe a Negative 

cannot be proved. In Read of which, if you had made 

appear the prattice of the Precbyterian Government in the 
k primitive Times, You had done much; tor I do aver 

that this Government Was never prattiſed before Calvin's 

- time: the Affirmative of which I leave you to prove ; 

L My task being to ſhew the lawfulneſs and ſucceſſion of 
LEpiſcopacy. and, s I believe, rhe zeceſſty of it. For do- 
F ing whereof I muſt have ſuch Books as I ſhall call 
" for; which poſhbly upon peruſal may, one way or 0+- 
ther, give Me ſatisfaction : but I cannot abſolutely 
promiſe it without the aſſiſtance of ſome Learned Man, 
whom I can truſt to find ovt all ſuch Citations as F 
have uſe of : wherefore blame Me not if time be un- 
neceſſarily loſt. 

5. Now for the fallaciouſneſs of My Argument, (to My 
knowledge) it was never My praQtice. nor do I confels 
to have begun now. For if th: Prafice of rhe Primitive 


Church and the univerſal conſent of the Fathers be not con- 


vincing Arguments, when the 7nrerpretation of Scripture 


is doubtful, I know nothing: For it this be nor, then 


of neceſſity the Interpretation of private Spirits muſt be ad- 
mitfcd ; rhe which contraditts Sr. Peter, 2 Pet. 1. 20. 
1s the Mother of all SeFs, and will (:f not prevented) 
bring theſe Kingdoms into confuſton. And to ſay thar 
an Argument 1s 11], becauſe the Papiſts uſe it, or thet 
ſuch a thing is good, becauſe it is the Cuſtom of ſee 
of the Reformed Churches ; cannot weigh with Me, until 
 & you prove theſe to be infallible, or that to maintain no 
Trib. And how Diotrephes's Ambition (who diredtly 
Lppoſca the Apoſtle St. John) can be an Argument a= 
moſt Epiſcepacy, I do not underſtand. 
LW hcn lam made a Judgeover the Reformed Churches, 
L and not before, will I cenſure their 4&ions ; 25s 
muſt prove, before I confeſs it, that Presbyters withe 
bſbop may lawfully ordain other Preibyrers. And as 
E Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, as I think none will 
it a Woman can lawfully or duly adminiſter it, 
Mm when done it be valid; fo none ought ro &o it 
lawful Pre:/;:cr, whom you cannot deny but to 


B - You 
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olutely n:<<flary for the Sacrament of the Eu» 


tell you, that a Blocdy Reſormation was never lawful, as. 


ſzys) like the People of England, What they not lil 
never underſtand. but in earneſt, that Queſtion is il 
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7. You make a learned ſuccin& diſcourſe of Oath; 
in general, and their ſeveral Obligations, to which I ful. 
Iy agree; intending in the particular now in queſtion 
ro be guided by your own Rule, which is [when any 


Oath hath a ſpecial reference to the Benefit of thoſe to whom [ 


make the Promiſe, if we have their deſire or conſent, the Obd 
ligation ceaſeth.] New it muſt be known, 7 whom tha 
Oach hath reference, and to whoſe Benefit. The Anſwel 

is clear, Only to the Church of England, as by the Recorg 
will be plainly made appear. And you much miſtaks} 
in alledging that the two Houſes of Parliament (eſpeci- 
ally as they are now conftituted) can have this D:ſobliga« 
tory power; for (beſides that they are not named in it)I 
am confident to make it clearly appear to you, that this 
Church never did ſubmit nor was ſubordinate to them, 
and that it was only the King and Clergy who made the 
Reformation, the Parliament merely ſerving to help to 
give the C:ivilSanfion. All this being proved (of which 
1 make no queſtion) it muſt neceflarily follow, thar ir is 
only the Church of England (in whoſe favour I took this 
Oath) that can releaſe Me from it: wherefore when 
rne Church of England (being lawfully affembled) ſhall 
declare that 1 am free, then, and not before, I ſhall 
eſteem My ſelf ſo. 

8. To your laſt, concerning the King My Father, of 
Happy and Famous Memory both for His Piety and 
Learning, I muſt tell you, that I had the Happineſs to 
know him better than you; wherefore I defire you not -, 


to be too confident in the knowledge of His Opiniens ; 
for I dare fay, ſhould his Ghoſt now ſpeak He woul 


warranted by God's Word, and that Preces & lachryma if 
Arma Eccleſia 2 
9. To conclude, having replied to all your Papy 
cannot but obſerve to you, that you have given N 
Antwer to My laſt Azere. It may be you are (as:Q 


tinent to the Purpoſe in hand, that it will much 
for My ſatisfaQtion, and beſides, it may be uſeful ft 
ther things. "I 
Newcaftle, June 6. 1646. , C i 
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Mir. Alexander Henderſon's ſecond Paper. 


For His MaJesrty. 
Sir, | 


þ / HE ſmaller the Encouragements be, in relation t' the 
£2 ſucceſs, (which how ſmall they are, Your Majeſty well 

" knows) the more apparent, and, 1 hope, the more acceptable 

will my obedience be, in that which in all humility I now 

go about at Tour Majeſty's command : yet while 1 confider, that 

the way of Man is not himſelf, nor is it in Man that walk- 

eth, to direft his own ſteps ; and when I remember how many 

Supplications, with ftrong crying and tears, have been openly 

end in ſecret offcred up in Your Majeſty's behalf, unto Goa that 

hearcth prayer, I have no reaſon to deſpair of a bleſſed ſucceſs. 

1. 1 have been averſe from a Diſputation of |'ivines, 1. 

For ſaving of time ; which the preſent exigence and extrems - 

ty of Aﬀairs, make more than ordinarily precious. While 

Archimedes at Syracuſe was drawing his Figures and Cir - 

elings in the Sand, Marcellus interrupted his Demonſtration. 

2. Becauſe the common reſult of Deſputes of this kind, an- 

ſwerable to the prejudicate Opinions of the Parties, is rather 

Pittory then Ferity ; while tanquam tentativi DialecGtici, 

they fludy more ts overcome their adverſe Party, than to be 

overcome of Trath, although this be the moſt glorious ViFery. 

s 3. When I was commanded to come hither, no ſuch thing was 

- propoſed to me, nor expeffed by Me: 1 never judged ſo meauly 

uf the Canje nor ſo highly of my ſelf, as to venture it upon 

+ w:rkneſs. Much more might be ſpoken to this purpoſe, 
1 forbcar, 

& 7 will not further trouble Your Majefiy with that which 
wroined in the ſecond Seffion, hoping that Your Majeſty 
Þ ?ore 7nf ft upon Education, Preſcription of time, 
BP:ch are ſufficient to prevent Admiration, but (whic\ 
Majeſty acknowledges) muſt give place to Reaſon, and. 
 jwre ground of Reſolution of our Faith, in any point 
| believed: Although it be true that the moſt part of 

ke :heſe and the like, to be the ground and rule of their 
bp B 2. Faith; 
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Faith; An Evidence, that their Faith is not a Divine Faith, 
out an humane Credulity. 

3 Concerning Reformation of Religion in the third 
ScFion; I had need have a Preface to jo thorny a Theme, 
@ Your Ma jefly hath brought Me upon. 1- For the a 
ing Power ; it is conceived, when a Re Defe#ion, 1iki 
a Deluge, hath covered the whole face of the Church, ſo that 
ſearcely the tops of the Mountains do appear, a Geral Cound 
cil is nec:fſary ; but, becauſe that can hardly be obtained, ſtd 
weral Kingdoms (which we ſee was done at the time of tha? 
Rejormation) ave te refurm themſelves, and that by the Aus \ 
tharity of their Prince, and Magiſlrates : If the Prince or ſu« 
preme Magiſtrate, be unwilling, then may the inferior Mas 
gictrate and the People, being before rightly informed in the 
groxs of Religion, lawfully Reform within their own Spheres 
ord if the 6) nd fhine upon all, or the major part, they may, 
&jtir all other means alſaxed, make a publick Reforma» 
zion. This, before this time, I never wrote or ſpoke ; yet the 
maintainers of this Doffrine conceive that they are able 19 
make it good. But, Sir, were I worthy to give Advice to 
Your Majefty, or to the Kings, and Supreme Powers 0n Earth, 
my humble Opinion would be, that they ſhould draw the winds, 
rongues, and pens of the Learned, to ; 7 ang about other mat* 
ter, than the Power or Prerogative of Kings and Princes ; and 
in this kind Your Majeſty hath ſuffered and loſt more, than 
will eaſily be reſtored to Your ſelf or Your Poſterity, for a long 
time. It is not demed but the prime Reforming Power is in 
Kings and Princes ; Quibus deficientibus, it comes to the 
inferior Magiſflrate ; Quibus deficjentibus, z: — 
zo the Budy of the People ; ſuppoſing that there is a nece(Miyz 
of Reformation, and that by no means it can be brain 
their Superiours It is true that ſuch a Reformation is. 
ws 16-yh in reſpec of the igang and manner os 


tim ;0 2he effect and produ8. And for this end did I il 
Examples of old Reformation by Regal Autharity ; of 1 
none was perfetF, in the ſecond way of perfeFion, exce 

of Joſiah. Concerning che ſaying of Groſthed, whol 
Cordingts at Rome confeſt to-be.a more godly Man thai 
of themſelves ; it was his Complaint, and Predifion of: 
was likely to enſue, nit his deſire or eleFion, s Reform 
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could have been obtained in the ordinary way. I might bring | 
:wo unpartial Witneſſes, Juel and Bilſon, both famous En” 
olifh Bijbops, to prove that the tumulis and troubles raiſed i 
Scotland, at the time of Reformation, were to be imputed to- 
the Papiſts oppoſing the Reformation both of Doftfrine and 
+ Deſcipline, as an. Heret ical Innovation ; and not tobe aſcribe 
bk ed to the Nobility, or People, who undcy God were the Inflru- 
L mcnts of it ; intending and ſeeking nothing, but tne purging 
E ont of Errour, and ſettling. of the Truth, 2. Concerning the. 
"Reformation of the Church of England, I conceive, whether 
it was begun or not in King Henry the YV1IIth s Time, it was 
not finiſhed by Queen Elizabeth : The Father flirred the hu--, 
mours of the diſeaſed Church; but neither the Son nor the 
Daughter (although we have great reaſon to bleſs God for 
both) did purge them out perfely: This perfefFion. is yet ro=- 
ſerved for Your Majeſty. Where it is ſaid, Thatall ths 
time 1 bring no Reaſons for a further Change ; che 
fourth Seffion of my laft Pnper hath many hints of Rea«. 
tons againſt Epiſcopal Government, with an offer of more, 
or clearing of thiſe ; which Your Majeſty hath wot thmzhbt fit 
zo take notice of, And learned Men have obſerved many Dc= 
its in that Reformation : As that the Government of the- 
Church of England, ( for about this is the Queſtion now) is 
not builded upon the foundation of Chriſt and the Apoſtles ; 
which they. at: leaft cannot deny, who profeſs Church: Go«. 
vernment 79 be mutable and ambulatory ; and ſuch were- 
the. greater part of Archbiſhops and Biſhops of England, 
contenting themſelves with the Conſtitutions of the Church, 
} and the authority and manificence of Princes, till of late, 
tha: ſome few have pleaded it tobe Jure Divino: Thar: 
We Erzlih Reformation hath not perfeAly purged our: 
8 Roman-Leaven ; which 15.one of the Reaſons that have 
wr grouzd to the comparing of this Church to the Church of- 
Bicea, as being neither hot nar cold, neither Popiſh nor: 
Emed, yt of a Lukewarm temer, betwixt the two :: 
at hath depraved the Ditcipline of the Church, by- 
gEming of it to-the Civil Policy : Thar it hath ad< 
mny. Church Offices, ligher and lower, unto thoſe: 
pred by the Son of God ; which is as unlawful as; 
away Offices warranted by the Divine Inſtitution :: 
er ie. like, which have moved ſome. to apply. thiz: 


_—__——_— 


pt Ace in the Churcnes of Corinth, Epheſus, Theſſala 
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ſaying to the Church of England, Multi ad perfe&ionem 
pervenirent, niſt jam ſe perveniſle crederent. 
4. In my Anſwer to the firſt of Your Mejepy s many Argus 


ments, I brought a Breviate of ſome Reaſons to prove, That 
a Piſhop and Presbyter are one and the ſame in Scrip« *% 
rure: Frim which, by necrſſary conſequence, I dig infer the 


Negative ; Therefore, No aiffcrence in Scriptnre OY 4 


B1ihop and a Presbyter ; ; the one name ſignifying, 1 . 
duſtriam Curie paſtoralis ; the other, Sapientie Mat it 
ritatem, [aitch Beda. And whereas Your Majiſty arvcrs 
The Presbyterian Government was never praCtiſed be. | 
fore Calvin's time ; Your Majeſly knows, the common Obs 
3:Eiom of the Papiſts againſt the Reformed Churches ; 
Where was your Charch, your Reformation, your DoFrine, be. 


fere Luther's rime? One part of the common Anſwer is, 


'T hat 1s was from the beginning, and 1s to be found in 
Scripture : The ſame 1 affirm of Presbyterian Government : 
And for the proving of this, the Aſſembly of Divines at 
Weſtminſter have made manifeſt, I hat the Primitive 
Cnriſtian Church at Jeruſalem was governed by a Pref 
bytery : While they ſbew, 1. That the Charch of Jeruſalem 
ecn/iſied of. more Crate than one, from the multitude of 
Beliver; from the muny Apoſiles, and other Preachers in that 
Church, end from the diverſity of Languages among the Be- 
lievers. That all theſe Congregations were under one Presby= 
terial Government, becauſe they were, for Govertment, one 
Church, Acts 11. 22,26, And becauſe thas- Church ws overned 
ty Elders, AQts 11.30. which were Elders of that Church, | 
ard did meet together for As of Government: And Peg 
Apaffies themſelves, in that Meeting, AS 15. afcd not ary 
Apoſtles, but as Elders; flating the Queftion, debating 
in the ordinary way of Diſputation-; and. having, by [ol 
Scripture, found the will of God, they conclude, Ir feet 
go00d T0 the Holy Ghoſt and us: Which in the judgh 
6f th? Learned, may be ſpoken by. any 4ſſembly, wupom 
evidence of Scripture. The like Presbyterian Governmel 


&c in the times of the Apoſtles ; and after thcm, for? 
Tears, when ene of the Precdytery was made Epil6 
preſs, ever then, Communi Presbyterorum Conll 
Eccl:fiz gi:berrabantur, ſaith Saint Jerome, and 
cCopos m2gis conſuerudine, quam Diſpoſitionis Div 
veritat 
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veritate, Presbyteris eſſe mijores, & in Commune de- 
bere Ecclefizm regere. 

6. Fare it from me to think ſuch a thought, as that Your 
, Majeſty dia intend any Fallacy, in Tour other main Argu* 
ment from Antiquity. As we are to diftinguiſh breween In- 
 tentio operantis, and Conditio operis; Jo may we in 
this Caſe conſider the difference between Intentio Argu-« 
Emententis, and Conditio Argumenti. And where Your 
F.Maicfly argues, That, if Your Opinion be not admitted, we 
" .will be forced to give place to the Interpretation of pri- 
vate Spirits, which is con:rary to the Doftrine of the Apoſtle 
Peter, and will prove to be of dangerous conſequence; I 
humbly offer to be conſidered by Your Majeſty, what ſome of 
chief note among the Papiſts themſelves have taught us, 
That the Interpretation of Scriptures, and the Spirits 
whence they proceed, may be called private in a threeſuld 
Senſe. 1. Ratione perſone, if the Interpreter be of 8 pri* 
wate condition. 2. Ratione modi & medii, when Perſons, 
although not private, uſe not the publick means which are 
neceflary for finding out the Truth, but follow their own Fan= 
cies. 3. Ratione finis, when the Interpretation is not proe 
peſed as Authentical to bind others, but is intended only for 
our own private Satisfaffion, The firſt is not to be deſpiſed ; 
the ſecond is to be exploded, and is condemned by the Apsſile 
Peter ; the third ought net to be cenſured : But that Interpre* 
ration which is Authentical, and of Supreme Authority, 
which every Man's Conſcience is bound to yield unto, is of an 
highe» Nature. And although the General Council jhoulxl 
"MJ reſolve it, and the Conſent of the Fathers ſheuld be had unto 
git, yet there muit always be place left to the judgment of 
Wrſcretion, as Davenant, late Biſhop of Salisbury, beſides 
Hers others, hath learnedly made appear in his Book De 
ice Controverſiarum ; where alſo the Power of Kings 
hatter of Relizion. js ſolidly and unpartially determined. 
Words only I add ; one is, that natwithſtandins all that 
ended from Antiquity, a Biſhop kaving ſole power «f 
ation and Juriſdifion, will never be ſound in Prime 
quity. The other is, That many of the Fathers did; 
ingly, bring forth that Antichriſt, which was con= 
wr in the times of the Apuftles, and therefore are incom-= 

me Tuages in the. lurftion of Hiararchy And upon the 
WE part, the Lights of the Chriſtian Shurch, at, and ſince 
E the 
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terwards aiſcoucred 5 which two, brought forth the great 


the Office. And although the Offices of Biſhop and Bi 
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the beginning of theRefarmation have diſcevered many ſecrets 

concerning the Antichriſt and his Hierarchy which were not 
knewn to former Ayes: And divers of the Learned in the Ro. 
man Church have not feared to pronounce, That whoſoever de þ 
nies the true and literal Senſe of many Texts of Scripture, of 
have been found out in this laſt Age,is unthankful to Ged,wi 
hath ſo plentifully poured forth his Spirit upon the Childbeq 
of this Generation, and ungrateful towards thoſe New, wh 
with ſo great Pains, ſo happy Succeſs, and ſo much Benefit ud 
Goa 5 Church, have travelled therein: This might be inſlans! 
ced in many places of Scripture : 1 wind together Diotrephes \ 
and the Myſtery ef Injzquity, the one as an old Example 
of Church-ambition, which was alſo too palpable in the A» 
poſtles themſelves: nd the other as a cover of fmbition, afo 


Myſtery of the Papacy at laſt. 
6. Although Your ajefty be nat made a Judge of the Re= 
formed Churches, yet you ſo far cenſure them and their A1< 
ons, as, without Biſhops, in your Judgment, they cannot have- 
a lawful Miniftery, nor a dues Adminiſtration of the Sacra* 
ments Againſt which dangerous and deſtrufive Opinion, I 
aid alledge what 1 ſuppoſed Your Majefly would not have 
denied. 1. That Presbyters without a Biſhop, may Ordain 
ether Presbyters. 2. That Baptiſm, adminiſfired by ſuch a 
Presbyter, is another thing than Baptiſm adminiftred by a- 
private Perſon or by a Midwife. Of the firſt Your Majeſty calls 
fer proof: 1told befere, that in Scripture it is manifeſt, « 
Tim. 4. 14. Negle& not the gift that 1s in thee, which 
was given thee by the Propheſte, with the laying en af: 4 
the Hands of the Presbytery ; Jo it is in the Engliſh 
Tranſlation : And the Wird Prebytery, ſo often as it is wil 
in the New Teftamenr, alway: ſignifies the Perſons, anda 


byter were diſtin; yet doth not the Presbyter derial 
Power or Order from the Biſhop. The Euangeliſts wel 
feriour 10 the 4poſilts; yet had they their Power, not 
the Apoles, but frem CHRIST. The ſame 1 affirms 
70 Diſciples, who hadtheir Power immediately from CH 
229 leſs than the Apoſiles had theirs. It may upon betta 
fon be averred, That the Biſhops have their Power from 
Pope,than that Presbyters kave their Powerfrom the Rrell 


*%, 
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: I: 5+ true, Jerome ſaith, Quid facit, excepta ordinatione, 
| Epiſcopus, quod non facit Presbyter * but in the ſame 
place he proves from Seriprure,that Epiſcopus andPresbyrer 
preone and the ſame; and therefore when he appropriates Or-= 
k adination to the Biſhop, he ſpcaketh of the degenerated Cuſtom 
of his Time. 2. Concerning Baptifm a private Perſon may 
perform the external Aion and Rites, both of it and of the 
Euchariſt ; yet is weither of the two @ Sacrament, or hath any 
Feffcacy, unleſs it be done by him that te lawfully callcd there* 
F wuto or by a Perſon made Pu3lick and cloathed with authority 
by Ordination This Errour in the matter of. Baptilm, is be- 
got by another Errour, of the abſolute Neceſſity of Bapti fm. 

7. To that which hath been ſaid concerning Your Majeſty's 
Oath, 7 ſhall add nothing ; not being willing to enter upon 
the Queſtion, of the ſubordination of the Church to the Civil 
Power, whether the King or Parliament, or b9:h, and to either 
of them, in their own Place. Such an Headſhin as the Kings 
of England hawe claimed, and ſuch @ Suftremacy as the 
zwo Houſes of Parliament crave, with the Appeals from tle 
Supreme Ecclefiafliical Tudicature to them as ſet over the 
Church, in the ſame line of Subordination, t do utterly diſe 
claim upon ſuch Reaſons as give my ſelf Satisfafion, als 
though ne Man ſball be more willing to ſubmit to Civil Pow 
ers, each one in their own place, and more unwilling to make 
any trouble than My ſelf : Only concerning the application of 
the generals of an Oath, to the particular caſe new in hand ; 
under favour, I conceive not how the Clergy of the Church of 
England is, or ought to be principally intended in_—your 
Oath : For although they were eſteemed to be the Repreſenta= 
give Church, yet even that is for the benefit of the Church Col- 

Eve, Salus Populi being Suprema Lex, and to be prin- 
Wy intended. Your Majeſty kngws it was ſo in the Church 
totland, where the like alteration was made. 4nd if 
i of this kind can be dine without the Conſent of the 
i what Reformation can be expeffed in France, or 
prRome 7: ſolf? Its not to be expcFed that the Pope 
tes w/ll conſent to their own ruin. 
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p71! not preſume upon any ſecret knowledge of the Opi- 
weld by the King, Your Majeſty's Father, of Famous Mr 
8-7 bey being much better known to Yeur Mijefty: I did 
Proance what was profeſs d by him before the "yy 
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And although Prayers and Tears be the Arms of the | 
Church yer it is neither acceptable to God, nor conducis þ 
le for Kings and Princes, to force the Church to put on il 
theſc Ar :5: Nor coald 1 ever hear a Reaſon, why a neceſ<þ 

ſary Defenſive War againſs unjuſt Violence is unlawful, al 
though it be joyned with Offence and Invaſio which is i 
tended for Defence, but ſo that Arms are laid down when th 
offenſive War ceaſeth: By which it doth appear, that tM 
War on the other fide was, in the nature theresf, Defen/04 

9. Concerning the forcing of Conſcience, which I preter mite 

ted in my oiher Paper, I am forced now, but without forcing" 

of my Conſcience, to Speak of it, Our Conſcience may be ſaid 

to be forced either by our ſelves, or by others. By our ſelves, 

1. When we flop the Bar of our Conſcience, and will not hear* 
hen, or give place to information, reſolving obſlinately, Ne fi 
perſuaſeris, perſuadebis ; which is no leſs then a reſiting 

of the Holy Ghoft, and the hardning of our Hearts, 2. Or when 

we flop the Mouth, and ſuppreſs the clamours of our Con» 
Science; reſolving rather to ſuffer the Worm r0 gnaw, and 

the Fire to burn inwardly, than to make profeſſion of that 

we are convinced to be Truth. 4. Or when ® e ſear our 
Conſcience, as with an hot Iron, that it becometh Senſeleſs ; 
which is the puniſhment of the former : Unto which is op= 
poſed the truly tender Conſcience ; ſuch as Joſiah had, | 
2, Kings 22.19. Again, Our Conſcience 7s ſaid to be forced [- 
by others, 1, When they obtrude upon us what is in it ſelf 
evil and unlawful; which if we admit afainſt our own | 
Conſcicnce, we ſin two ways ; one is, by doing that which 

iS In it ſelf evil and unjawful ; the other is, by doing} 
againſt a diQtate of Conſcience, which is a contempt 
God, whoſe Vicegerent it is, 2. Or when others urge us tj 

that which is in it ſelf good, or may lawfully be don 
through errour of Conſcience we judge it to be evil and 

lawful. In this caſe, if we do not that which is pr 

#5, we ſin, becauſe the thing is good and lawful: And 

do it, we fin, becauſe we do againſt our Con ſcience gi 

zn this caſe bindcth, but obligeth nat, Ana yet there i 

£0 eſcape out of this Labyrinth, it being repugnant tot 

of the Will of God to lay a neceſlity of /inning uM 

Man : The only way is to lay aſide ſuch a Conti 

it being a part of the Old Man, which. we are commit 
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ro out off ; otherwiſe w2 being ſufficiently informed, and 
yet cleaving to our old Errour, we rather ds violence to our 
Conſcience our felves, than ſuffer violence from others, 
The Applicati n, for Anſwering the Quere, I leave to Nour 


z Maje/'y- 
Newcaſtle, June 17. 16:6. 


þ 


we 
RC — GEEIY CE Tt ER TY MO : ns _ ——_ —— 
& 


F HisMaJjzsrtr's third Paper, 


For Mr. Alexander Henderſon, 


1. T were arrogance, beſides loſs of Time, in Me to 
vie Preambles with you : For, it 1s Trath I ſeek, and 
neither Praiſe nor ViFory ; wherefore I ſhall only inſiſt 
upon thoſe things which are meerly neceſſary to My 
own SatisfaCtion ; in order to which, I deſired the »/- 
/iſtance of ſome Divines; whereupon I will inſiſt no 
further, fave only to wiſh, that you may not (as I have 
known many Men do) loſe time, by being miſtaken in 
4 the way to ſavz it, wherein I have only ſought to dif- 
' burden My ſelf, but to 12y no blame upon you, and ſo 
_ I leave it, | 
2. Nor will I ſay more of the ſecond than this, that 
1] amglad you have fo well approved of what I have 
& faid concerning My Education and Reaſon ; but then 
SBemember, that another Man's Will is at leaſt as weak a 
bund to build My Faich upon, as My former Equ- 


I 


In this there are two points: Firſt, concerning 
Eorming Power, then anent the Engliſh Reformatiun. 
E firſt, I confeſs you now ſpeak clearly, which 
you did but darkly mention, wherein I ſhall 
kdiffer with you, until you ſhall ſhew Me bet- 
fon: yet thus far I will go along with you, 
then a General Council cannot be had, ſeveral 
bs Way Reform themſelves, (which 1s learnedly 
Ally proved by the late 4rchviſbop of Canterbury i 
x 1$ 
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fallible. For Bilſon, I remember well whar Opinioa the, 
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24 Papers betwixi His ManjtsTty | 
his Diſputation againſt Fiſber) but that the inferior 1 


Magiſtrates Or People (take ir which way you wW1li) have | 
this power, I utterly deny : For which, by your favour, ; 


you have made no ſufficient proof, to My Judgment 


Indeed, if you could have brought of can bring authg 

rity of Scripture for this opinion, I would and wil 
yet with all reverence ſubmit; but as for your Example 
our of the old Teftament, in My mind, they rather mak 

for, than againſt Me, all thoſe Reformations being mad 
by Kings, and it is a good probabe (though I will not (ay 
convincing) Argument, that if God would have approved 

of a popular reforming way, there were Kings of Judah 
and Iſrael ſuihiciently negligent and 11] to have made 
ſuch Examples by ; but on the contrary, the 16thChap- 


ter of Numbers ſhews clearly, how God diſapproves of , 


ſuch courſes: Bur I forget this Afertion is to be prove 
ed by you; yet I may put you in the way ; wherefore 
Jer Me tell you thar this prerended Power in the Peg- 
ple muſt (as all others) either be direaly, or elſe de- 
claratocily by approbation, given by God; which 
how ſoon you can do, I ſubmit ; otherwiſe you prove 
nothing: For the citing of private Men's Opinions 
(more than as they concurr with the general Conſent of 
the Church in their Time) weighs little with Me, it be- 
Ing too well known, that Rebels never wanted Writers to 
maintain their unjuſt Aﬀtions ; - and though I much reve. 
rence Biſhop Juel's Memory, I never thought bum 1n. 


King My Father had of him for thoſe Opinions, and$ 
hs. He ſhewed him ſome favour in hope of his # Reg 
cantatien, ( as His good nature made Him do mg 
things of that kiad) but whether he did, or nor, ls 
not fay, To conclude rhis point, until you ſhall p 
this Poſition by the Word of God, {as ] will Reg 
t horit F) I ſhall think all Popular Reformation little] 
than EE Me for I hold that no Authority is lat 
that which is either airefly given, or at Jealt apps 

God. Secondly, Concerning the Engliſh Reforma 
firft Reaſon you bring why Queen I d1 
finiſh 1t, is, becauſe ſhe took not away — 
of Reaſon againſt which Government, ) Ou lay, 17 'n 
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woticeof; now I thought it was ſufficient notice, yea, 
2nd Anſwer too, when I told you a Negative (as I con- 

ceived) could net be proved, and that it was for Meto 
ove the 4ffirmative ;, which T ſhall either do, or yield 
he Argument, as ſoon as I ſhall be aſſiſted with Books, 
Each Men of My Opinion. who, like you, have a Lt= 


2 


ary in their Brann : And ſo I muſt leave this particu= 
zantill be furniſhed with means to put itto an zſe ; 
Ech had been ſooner done, 1f I could have had My 
Indeed your ſecond well proved, is moſt ſuf- 
Fkeient, which is, T hat the Engliſh Church - Government 
" is not builded upon th: founda: ion of Chrift and the Apoſiles ; 
bur'I conceive your Probation of this, doubly defteQive; 
for firſt, albeit our Archbiſhops and Biſhops ſhould have 
profeſſed Church Government to be mutable and ambulatory, 
I conceive it not ſufficient to prove your Aſlertion : 
And ſecondly, 1 am confident you cannot prove, that 
moſt of them maintained this walking Poſition, (for 
ſome particulars muſt not conclude the genera]) for 
which you muſt find much better Arguments than 
their being content with the Conſtitution of the Church, 
and the Authority and- Munificence of Princes, or you will 
fall extreamly ſhort. As for the retaining of the Roman 
Leaven, you muſt prove it, as well as ſay it, elſe you ſay 
liccle. But thar the conforming of the Church Diſcipline 
to the Civil Policy, ſhould be a depraving of it, I abſo- 
- Jutely deny; for I aver, that withour it, the Church 
can neither flouriſh, nor be happy : And for your laſt 
& inſtance, you ſhall do well to ſhew the prohibition of 
War Saviour againſt Addition-of more Officers in the 
ch than he named ; and yet in one ſenſe I do not 
ive that the Church of England hath added any ; © 
Wdrchbiſbop 1s only a diſtinQtion for order of Gy= 
be, .nNOt a new Officer, and ſo of the reſt: And of 
g I believe there are diverſe now in Scotland 
Su will not condemn, as the Mederators of Aſ. - 
T I d others. 
ere you find a Biſhop and Presbyter in Scrip- 
e.one and the ſame (which I deny to be always 
In the Apoſtles time; now I think to prove the 
SBiſbops ſucceeded hs of the Apoſtles, and that 
= _ the 


26 Papers betwixt Hic ManjtsTy 
: the name was chiefly altered, in reverence to thoſe who 
- were immediately choſen by our Savieur, (albeit, in; 
"their time, they cauſed diverſe to be called ſo, as Bar, 
-wabas and others) ſo that, I believe, this Argum( 
- makes little for you, As for your proof of the Antig| 
' ty of Presbyterian Government, 1t 1s well that the ſte; | 

of Divines at Weftminfley can do more than Euſeb:us cou 

. and I ſhall believe when I ſee ic: For, your forg 

Paper affirms, that thoſe times were very dark for w 
ter of fa&, and will be ſo fill for Me, if there bey 
- clearer Arguments to prove it, than thoſe you mentioH 
- For becauſe there were diverſe Congregations in Jeruſalem} 


"Ergo, whet ? are there not diverſe Pariſhes iname Dieceſe ? 


(your two firſt I anſwer but as one Argument) and be- 
- cauſe the Apoſtles met with thoſe of the inferiour Orderr, 
"for Aﬀis of Government; What then? Even fo in theſe 

times do the Deans and Chepters, and many times thoſe 


-of the inferiour Clergy afliſt the Biſhops; bur I hope you J 


will not pretend to ſay, that there was an equality be- 
Eween the 4pofles and other Presbyters ; which not be. 
meg, doth (in My Judgment) quite invalidate theſe 
Arguments. And if you can fay no more for the 


'have for Jeruſalem, it will gain no ground on Me. As 
for St. Jerome, it is well known that he was ho great 
Friend to Biſhops, as being none himſelf, yet take him 


Kinction between a Biſhop and a Presbyrter, as your 
-confeſſes ; but the truth is, he was angry with thoi 
who maintained Deacons tO be equal C0; Presbyters. _ 
5: I am well fati;fied with the Explanation of 
meaning concerning the Word Fallacy, though I 
'to have had reaſon for ſaying what I did : Burt byy 
favour, I do not conceive that you have anſwai 
iirength of My Argument: for when you and 
upon the [vterpretation of Seripture, and I appeal 
Praftice of the Primitive Church, and the wnjve 
ſent of the Fathers, to be judge between us, 'f 
you ſhould either find a fitter, or ſubmit ro-wi 
fer ; neither of which (co My underſtandif 
have yer done; nor have you ſhown how, way 
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alrogether, and you will find that he makes a curd 4 
el F 


"Churches of Corinth, Epheſus, Theſſalenice, &rc than you +: 
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he Judges I appeal unto, the miſchief of the Interpretation 
ns. by Private Spirits can be prevented. Indeed, if i can- 
YE or prove by Antiquity, that Ordination and Juriſdifion - 
on gs to Biſbops, (thereby clearly diſtinguiſhing them. 
wm other Presbyters) I ſhall then begin to miſdoube- 
ny of My former Feundatiens ; (as for Biſhop Dave-- 
we: he is none of thoſe to whom I have appealed, or 
[ſubmit unto) but for the exception you take ta- 
Fhers, I take it to be « begging of the Queſtion ; as like- 
we thoſe great dilcoveries of Secrets, not known to + 
Former Ages, I ſhall call new-invented fancies, until par- - 
7 ticularly you ſhall prove the contrary; and for your: 
| Rman Authors, it 1s no grezt wonder for them to ſeek. 
ſhifrs whereby to maintain Novele;es, as well at the Py-. 
ritans, As for Church-ambition, it doth not at all termi» 
nate in ſeeking to be Pope; fer T take it to be no point - 
of humility to endeavour to be Independent of Kings, it - 
being poſſible that Papacy.in a mrlticude.may be as dan-- 
gerous as IN one. 
6. As I am no Judge over the Reformed Churches, ſo 
neither do I cenſure them,. for many things may be 
avowable upon neceſſity, which.otherways are nnlewful ; 


but know, once for all, that T'eſteem nothing the bet- 

ter, becauſe it is done by ſuch a paeriicular Church 
(though it were by the Church of England, which 1 a- 

vow moſt to reverence) but 1 eſteem that Church moſt; 

i: which comes neareſt. to the Parity of the Primitive Do- 
_ &rin: and Diſcipline, as I believe this doth, Now con- 
wEerning Ordination, I bad you prove that Presbyrer: 


wrhout a Biſhop might Jawfully Ordain, which yet I 
give you have not done ; for-2 Tim. 1. 6. it is evi- . 
that Sc. Paul was at Timethy's Ordination; and al- 
lat all the Seventy had their power immediate)y. 
brif#, yet it is as evident that our Saviour made. 
eftinftion between the twelve Apoftles and the - 
ie Diſciples, which is ſer down by three of the 

b, whereof St. Mark calls it an Ordination, Mark © 
&'St. Luke ſays, And of them he choſe twelve, . 
f'6. 13. only S: Marthew doth but barely enumes- - 
mM by their Name of diſtinQtion, Merth. 10. 1. I 
ont of: modeſty, himſelf-:being one, and the - 
 Q:a- other 
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none of theſe SeQtions but I could have enla 
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other two being none, are more particular. For the 
adminiſtration of Baptiſm, giving, but not granting 
what you ſay, it makes more for Me than you: bj 
T will not engage upon new Queſtions, not neceſl; 
for My purpoſe. bs 

7, For my Oath, you do wcll not to enter yp 
thoſe Queſtions you mention; and you had dong 
well to have omitted your inſtance ; but, out of 
cretion I defire you to colle& your Anſwer out of! 
laſt Setion; and for your Argument, though *& 
intention of my Oath be for the good of the Chun 
colleFive, therefore can I be diſpenſed withal by dg 
thers than the repreſentative bcdy 2 certainly no more 
than the People can diſpenſe with me for any Oath I 
rook in their favours, without the two Houſes of 
Parliament ; as for future Reformations,I will only tell ' 
you that incommodum non ſulvit Argumentum. 

$8. For the King My Father's opinion, if 1t were not 
to ſpend time (as I believe) needlefly, I could prove 
by living and written teſtimonies, all and more than 
I have ſaid of Him, for his perſwaſion in theſe points 
which I now maintain; and for your Defenſive Wa# | 
as I do acknowledge it a great ſin for any Kring to op. 
preſs the Church, ſo I hold it abſolutely unlawful for 
Subjefts (upon any pretence whatſoever) to make 
War (though defenſive) againſt their /awfu! Stveraign, þ 
againſt which no leſs proofs will make Me yield bur M 
God's Word; and Jet Me tell you, that unon ſuck 
points as theſe, Inſtances as well as Compariſons, aff 
ed1ous. 4 

9. Laſtly, you miſtake the 2Qzere in My firſt 
to which this pretends to anſwer; for My Qug 
Was not concerning force of Arguments (for ÞB 
doubted the lawfulneſs of it) but force of 48 
which, I conceive, it ſays little or nothingf 
(after My example) you refer Me to the fol 
Qion ; that which it doth, is meerl; the oJkf 
Queſtion, after a fine diſcourſe of the ſeveral" 
perſwading rather than forcing of conſcience. . Ti 
this Paper, deſiring you to take notice, that Þ 
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of many more lines, ſome to whole.pages ; yet I choſe to - 


| be thus brief, knowing you will underſtand more by. 
hs ord, than others by a long diſcourſe; truſting - 
ewiſe ro your ingenuity, that reaſon- epiremized will + 
gh as much with you, as if it were at large. | 

H | : C R, Pa 

i 22, 1646. 


F Mr. Alexander Henderſon's third Paper.. 


For His MaJjzsrTy.. 


Concerning the Authority of the Fathers, and 7? 
practiſe of the Church, Faly 2. 1646. 


don py, ray (D 


Tf Aving -in : my former Papers prefſed the fleprof your -- 

| Majeſty's Propoſitions, and finding by your Majeſty's - 

laſt Paper, Controverſies to be multiplied (1 believe) beyond -+ 
your Majefly s intentions in the beginning 5 . As concerning the » 
Reforming Power; The Reformation of the Church of -- 
England; The difference betwixt a Biſhop anda Presby. ].. 
ter:; The warrants of Presbyterian Government; TheAuts-.. 
thocity of Interpreting Scripture ; The taking and keep» - 

ing of publick Oatbs; the forcing of Conſcience, and-:- 
many -other. inferior and ſubordinate Queſtions, which are-- 
L. Branches of thoſe main Controverſies: All which in a ſatiſs -. 
Lfefory manner to determine in few words, 1 leave to more + 

wwming Spirits,.who either ſee ne. knots of diffitilties, _ 
wn 11d @ way rather to cut them aſunder, thanto ans {- 

hem: Net will 1 not uſe «ny Tergiverſation ; nor do 

we-ro offer my. humble Opinion with the. Reaſons 

in” their- own time. concerning each of. them; which - 

ce to your. Majeſties Command, I have: begun: - 

tady.: Only .Sir- by your Majeflys favora —_ 

E for the greater. expedition, and that the preſen © 

e-,may be brought to ſome -iſſue.-1 am bold to in** 

#.the- Method may be &@ little altered, : and 4 %. 

t leave now -10 begin. at: a-Principle,  and::tha#-*: 
buld have been-- inter Precognita ; { meaanorht: 
W.. which. we ars to-proceed, and. 1s determing4sht --- 
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the preſent Controverſie of Church Policy ; without which; 
we will be led into a Labyrinth, and Pot a Thread ts 
wind us out again. In your Majeſly s firſt Paper, | 
univerſal Cuſtom of the Pcimitive Church 7; ay 
wed to be the Rule In the ſecond Paper, Sefion 
The praCtiſe of the Primitive Church, and the uni 
ſal conlbnt of the Fathers, is made a convincing. 
anent, when the one ot Scripture z5 dons 
in your third Paper, SeQ&. 5. the praQtiſe of che 
mitive Church, and the onlverſil conſent of the Þ 
thers, # mide Fudge; and I know that mothing 
more orainary in this Queſtion, than ro alledze ounY 
- perpetual Succeſſion, univerſal conſent of the Fathers, 
-j#nd the univerſal praQtife of the Primitive Church, 
according to the Rule of Auguſtine, Quod univerſa te- | 
net Eccleſia, nec a Conſfilio inftiturum, f:d ſemper * 
retentum-eſt, non niſi Authoritate Apoſtolici fra= | 
ditum reQiſhme creditur. There is in this <rgument 
at the firſt view, ſo much appearance of Reaſon, that it 
may much work upon @& modeſt Mind; yet being well exe 
gmined. and righily weighed, it will be found to be of no 
great weight; for beſide that the minor will never be 
wade good in the behalf of a Dioceſan Biſhop, having | 
ſoele power of Qrdination and Jurisdiftion, there being a 
multitude of Fathers, who maintain that Biſhop nd 
Presbyter are of one and the ſame Order ; . 7 fhal hums 
bly offer ſome fem Conſe derations about the weir, becaul ad 
it hath. been an inlet te many dangerous Errors, and hat 
Froved a mighty hinderance and obſtruction to the on 
tian of Religion. 
1. Firft, I deſire it may be conſidered, hat | 
 feome make two rulcs for defining Controverſies ;; Þ 
of God and Antiquity, which they will have 
ceived with equal wveneration)or as the Papifts call 
nonica] Authority, and Carholicel 'Iradity 
vthers make Scripture tobe the onuly Rule, and 4 
the authentick Interpreter; the latter F the } 
io we to be the greater error ; becauſe the ff 
parallel in the ſame degree with Scripture ; 
Would create a Superior, in # higher degree ab 
ture, Fer the interpretation of the Fathers | 3 
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| fo AtbTt, and accounted the very Cauſe and Reaſon for 
which we conceive and believe ſuch a place of Scripture 
bes. have ſuch a ſenſe; and thus Men ſhall have Domi- 
> over our Faith, againſt 2 Cor. 1. 24. Our faith ſhell 
Ld in the wiſdom of Man, and not in the power of God, 


® %& 


Por. 2.5. and Scripture ſhall be of private interpreta= 
y.s For the Propheſie came not of old by the will of 
s, 2 Pet. 1. 20, 22. Nith homim Deus plecuerit, 

fs non erit : Homo jam Deo propitius eſſe debe- 
Wir, :tþ Tertullian. | 
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F" 2. That Scripture cannot be authentically interpreted but 

F by Scripture is manifeſt from Scripture. The Levites gave 

' the ſenſe of the Law by no other means, but by Scripture 

it ſelf, Neh 8. 8. Our Saviour for example to us, gave 

the true ſenſe of Scripture, againſt the depravations ' of 

— Satan, by comparing Scripture with Scripture, and wot by 

alledging any Teſtimonies out of the Rabbins, Mat. 4 and 

the Apoſtles in. their Epiſtles, uſed no other help but the 

diligent comparing of Prophetical Writings ; like as the 

 poſile Peter, will have us to compare the clearer light of 

the -ipoſtle with. the more obſcure light of the Prophets, 

2 Per. 1.19. And when we betake our ſelves to the Fas 

thers, we have need to take heed. that, with the Pa= 

pits, we accuſe not the Scriptures of obſcurity or impere 
fection 

3. The Fathers themſelves (as they are cited by Prot e- 

fant Writers) hold this Concluſion, that Scripture is not 

- to be interpreted, but by Scripture it ſelf. To: this purpoſe, 

lh ammor7 ff many other Teftimonies, they bring the ſaying of 

Fertullian, Surge veritas, ipſa Scripturas tuas inter= 

keare. quam conſuetudo non novit; nam fi nofler, 

weſſet: if ic knw Scripture, it would be aſhamed of 
uf, and ceaſe to be any more. 

That ſome Errors have been received, and continued 
heng rime in the Church. The Error of Biee-will 
me &t Juſtin Martyr, continued till the time of 
mation, althaugh it was rejeffed by Auguſtine, _ as 
vine Right of Epiſcopacy was oppuſed by others, 
Frour about the Viſion of God, That the Sls of 

pints, deparred ſee not the face of God tiil. rhe 

Ement of the Great Day, was held by Univerſal 
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32 Papers betwixt His MAJESTY 
Conſent. The ſame may be ſaid of the Errour of the Nils | 
lenaries ; and, which more nearly toucheth upon the preſenglilii 
Queſtion, the Ancients erred groſly about the Antichrt 
#nd Myſtery of Iniquity, which did begin to Work | 
the Days of the Apoſtles. Many other ge might be brout 
20 prove ſuch univerſal PraQtice of the Church, a; i 
wot warranted by the Apoſiles; as in the Rites of Bapti 
and Prayer; and the forming up and drawing togethitf 
the Articles of that Creed, that is called Symbolum Ap 
ſtolicum ; he obſervation of many Feaſts and Faſts bof 
Anniverſary and Weekly. = 
5. That it is not @ matter ſoincredible, or impoſſible, ar: ſome 
Tolud have it appear t6 be, for the Primitive Church to have | 
made 8 fudden. defefion from the Apoſtulical Purity. The- 
People of Ifrae], in the ſhort time of Moſes his abſence on. | 
the Mount, trrned aſide quickly, and fell into horrible Ide» © 
Iatry, Exo. 32. Soon after the Death of Joſuah, and che Bl- * 
ders that had ſeen the great Works which the Lord had done | 
for Iſrael, there aroſe anather Generation after them, which- | 
did evil in the fight of the Lord, Judg. 2. ſoon after the.. | 
building of the Temple, and ſetling of Religion by David | 
and Solomon, the Worſhip of God was defiled with Iatlatry :- * 
when Rehoboam had eftabliſhed the Kingdom, he forſook- | 


the Law of the Lord, and all Iſrael with him, 2 Chron, 1 2, 
1. And the Apoſtle ſays to the Galatians, Galat. 1. 6. I mar. 
vel that you are fo ſoon removed unto another Gofpel : - 
Why then ſball we thinkit flrange, that inthe matter of Diſ- i 
cipline, there ſhould be a ſudden Defefion, eſpecially it beings 
begun in the time of the Apoſiles?- I know it is # common Ol 
pinion, but I bilieve there be no firong Reaſons for it, tþ 
the Church which was neareſt the times of the Apoſtles 
the moſt pure and perjeF Church. E 
6: That it is impoſſible to come to the knowledge of 
wiverſal Conſent and Praffice of the Primitive 
For many of the Fathers wrote nothing at all, many 
Writings periſhed, (it may. be that both of theſe have 1 
from the refl) many of the Writings which we .haq 
their Name: are ſuppoſtitious and Counterfeit, eſpecial 
Epiſcopacy which was the foundation of Papal Primary 
Rale of Augulline afore-mentioned.doth-.00 much ſave 
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. Aitions, and is not to be admitted, without cautions and ex* 
 ceprions. 
k. Many the like conſiderations may be added ; but theſe may 
We ſufficient te prove, that the unanimous conſent of the 
bebers. and the univerſal praftiſe of the Primitive Church, 
Wo ſure ground of Anthentical interpretation of Scripture. 
member of a grave Divine in Scotland, much honoured 
King James of happy Memory, who did often profeſs that- 
Fd learn more of one Page of John Calvin, than of 8 
Bole Treatiſe of Auguſtine: Nor can there be any good 
Freaſon, (many there be againſi it) why the Ancients ſbould be 
F''ſo far preferred to the Modern Dottors of the Reformed 
" * Churches, and the one in a manner Deified, and the other 
wilified. 1t is but a poor Reaſon that ſome give, Fama mis= 
ratrix ſenioris @v1; and is abundantly anſwered by the Apo= 
logift for Divine Providence. 1f Your Majefly be flill unſatiſe 
fied concerning the Rule, 1 know not to what purpoſe I ſhould 
Drocecd, or irouble Your Majefty any more, 
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Newcaſtle, 


July 2, 1646. 
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His MajzsTr's fourth Papers. 4 


For Mr. Alexander Henderſon, Fuly 3. 164 


- Shall very willingly follow the Merhod. you have ba 
gun in your third Paper; but I do nor conceive, W 
that My laſt Paper multiplies more Controverſies than, 
My firſt gave occaſion for; having been ſo far from 
augmenting the Heads of our Diſpuratien, that I have 
omirted the arſwering many Things, in.bothyour Pa-. | 
pers, expreſly to avoid raifing of: new and. needleſs | 


. Queſtions ; deſiring to have only fo many debated; 


as are fimply neceſſary to ſhew, whether or not 7 
ſafe Conſcience give way ts the alteration: 
of Church-Government ix England.. And indeed I like. 
very well, to begin with the ſetling of the -Rule, by- 
which we are to proceed, and determine the preſent- 
Controverſiez to- which purpoſe (as I conceive) My. 
third Paper ſhews you an excellent way; for there 
'I offer you a Judge between us, or deſire you to find” { 
wy # betten, which. to My Jadgment you have noc! 
yet done, ( though. you have ſought to invalidate 
Mine. ) For if. you underſtand to have offered the 
Scripture, though ne. Man ſhall pay more revergy 
nor ſubmit more humbly to it, than My ſelf;; 
we muſt find ſome Rule to judge betwixt us;H 
you and I differ upon the Interpretation of the fe 

xt, or 1t can never determine our Queſtig 
for example, I ay you miſapply that of 2 Ci 
to Me, (let others Anſwer for themſelves) fot 
not how I make other Mex to have Dominion | 
Faith, when I make them only ſerve to app} 
Reaſon; nor do I conceive how 1 Cor. 2. 5. can 
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plyed to this purpoſe ; For there Saint Paylonly* 
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\ the difference between Divine and Humane Elequence, 
making no mention of any kind of Interpretation 
Shroughout the whole Chapter, as indeed Saint Peter 
hes, 2 Pet. 1. 29. Which I conceive makes for Me ; 
L fince that no Propheſy of Scripture is of any private 
woretation: Firſt, ] infer, that Scripture is to be In. 
reted ; for elſe, the Apoſtle would have omitted 
Word Private: Secondly, that at leaſt the conſent 
hany learned Divines is neceſſary, and fo # forriee 
that of the Carholick Church ought to be an authen. 
E: Judge, when Men differ: And 1s 1t a good Ar. 
Foment, becauſe (Math. iv. 4,7, 1c.) Scripture is beſt 
F interpreted by it ſelf, therefore that all other inters 
"  pretations are unlawful? certainly you cannor think 
it: Thus having ſhewed you thar we differ abour 
the meaning of the Scripture, and are like to do ſo; 
certainly there ought ro be for this, as well as ether 
thiags, a Rule or a Judge between us, to determine 
our Differences, or at leaſt to make our Probations 
and Arguments Relevant ; therefore evading. for this 
time, to Anſwer your fix Confiderations (not I afſure 
you for the difficulty of them, but the ſtarting of new 
Queſtions) I deſire you only to ſhew Me a better, 
than what I have offered unto you. 
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For Mr. Alexander Henderſon. 


A particular Anſwer to Mr. Alexander Hend 
ſon's Third Paper, July 16. 1646, AY 


Ntil vou ſhall find out a fitter way to decide 

our Difference in Opinion concerning Interpret a- 

tion of Scripture than the Conſent of the Fathers, and the 

Univerſal praffice of the Primitive Church, I cannot but 

paſs My Jndgment anent thoſe ſix Conſiderations, 

which you offered to invalidate thoſe Authorities, 
that'I ſo much reverence. 


1. In the firſt you mention two Rules for defining 
of Controverſies, and ſeek a moſt odd way to confure 
them, as I think; For you alledge, that rhere i; more 
attributed to them than I believe you can prove, 
by the conſent of moſt learned Men there being no of 
Quelition, but there are always ſome flattering Fools 8 
that can commend nothing but with hyperbolick exz 
preflions) and you know that ſuppoſito quolibet, ſequity 
quidlibes : - beſides, do you think, that albeit ſomgf 
norant Feilows ſhould attribute more pow 
Presbyters, than is really due unto them, thatJ 
by their juſt reverence and authority is dimig 
So I ſee no reaſon why I may not ſafely gf 
that the Interpreration of Fathers is a mol 
lent ſtrengthening to my Opinion, though 
ſhould attribute the Caz/e and Reaſon of tha 
uato it. S 
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- 2. As there 1s no Queſtion, but that Scripture 15s 
zw- the beſt Interpreter of it ſelf, ſo 1 ſee nothing in 
is, negatively proved, to exclude any other, not- 

ſtanding your poſitive affirmation. 


3 or in the next ; for I hope you will not be the 

to condemn your ſelf, Me, and innumerable O- 

F, who yet unblameably have not tyed themſclves 
Mis Rule. 


F 4 If in this you only intend to prove that Errors 
were always breeding in the Church, T ſhall not deny 
it, vet that makes little (as I conceive) to your pur- 
poſe. But if your meaning be, to accuſe the univer- 
ſal praftiſe of the Church with Error, I muſt ſay it 1s a 
very bold Undertaking: and (if you cannot juſtifie 
your ſelf, by clear places in Scripture) much to be 
blamed : wherein you muſt not alledge that to beunt- 
verfally received which was not ; as I dare fay that 
the Controverſie about Free Will, was never yet dect- 
ded - by Occumenical, or General Counc.l : nor muſt you 
preſume to call that an Error, which really the Cathoe 
lick Church maintained (as in Rites of Baptiſm, Forms 
of Prayer, Obſerwation of Feaſts, Faſts, Oc. ) except 
you can prove it ſo by the Word of God, and it 1s 

& not enough to fay, that ſuch a thing was not war= 
& ranted by the pole, but you muſt prove by their 
WeFrin:, that ſach a thing was unlawful, or elſe 
praiſe of the Church is warrant enough for me 
How and obey that Cuſtom, whatſnever it be, 
ink it good; and I ſhall believe that the 4poftles 
as made by them, (ſuch Reverence I bear to 
tes Tradition,) Until other Authors be certain» 

duc, 


ws taught that Je foſſe ad &fe was no good ar- 
# and indeed to Me it is incredible, thac any 
WF the Catholick Church was erroncous, which 
E- D was 
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238 Papers betwixt His MaJjtsTyY 
was not contradicted by Orthodox, learned Men, in they 
times of their firſt pratiſe, as is eaſily perceived thy 
—all thoſe Defe&#ions were, (ſome of them may be juff 
called Rebe/rons) which you mention. 3 


6. I deny it 1s impoſible (though IT confeſs ity 
cal:) to come to the knowledge of the Univerſal; 
ſent and practice of the Primitive Church , there 
confeſs a Man ought to be careful how to bel 
things of this nature : wherefore I conceive this tl 
-only an Argument for Caution. MF 


My Concluſion is, that albeit I never eſteemed any 


#uthoriry equal to the Scriptures; yet Tl do think the 
unanimous Conſent of the Fathers, and the Univerſal pra- 
Fice of the Primitive Church, to be the beſt and mol Au» 
thentical Interpreters of Gods Word, and conſequently 
the fitteſt Judges between Me and you, when we dif. 
fer, until you ſhall find Me better. For Example, I 
think you for the preſent the beſt Preacher in News- 
caſtle, yet I believe you may err, and poflibly a bets 
. ter Preacher may come; but till then I muſt retain 
My Opinicn. 


Newcaſile, SY”. 


July 16. 
I646, 
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EMAajzsTx's Speech at Theobalds,, 
| the delivery of the Petition for the 
Þ/1ria. March 1. 1641. 


Fan ſo much amazed ar this Meſſage, that FE 

know nor what to Anſwer, You ſpeak of Jea- 
louſtes and Fears : Lay your Hands to your flearts, 
and ask your ſelves whether I may nor likewiſe 
be diſturbed with Fears and Jealoufies: And if fo, 
I aſſure you this Meſſage hath nothing leſſened rhem. 

For the Militia, 1. rhoughrt fo much of 1r before 
I ſent that Anſwer, and am ſo much aflured that the 
Anſwer 1s agreeable ro what in juſtice or reaſon you 


can ask, or I. in Honour grant, that I ſhall nor 
alrer it in any point. 


For My Reſidence near you, I wiſh it might be 
ſo ſafe ade honourable, thar I had no cauſe to ab- 
lent My Self from FPhite- Halt ; Ask your ſelves 
aber I have not * 

For My Son, [I ſhall rake thar care of him, which 

pl utc Me to God as a Father, and to My 

Winions as a King. 

conclude, L aſſure you upon My Honour, . 
thave no thought but of Peace and Juſtice to 
ple, which I ſhall by all fair means ſeek. 
ye and maintain, relying upon the Good- 


Providence of God, for the Preſeryation: 
ff and APY: 


His 
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His MajEtsTyY's Quzre d 
cerning EASTER, propoung 
to the Parhaments Commit 


ners at Holdenby, April 23. 164 


I defire to be reſoived of this Queſtton, 
Mig the new Reformers diſcnarge the keep= 


ing of Eaiter. 
The Reaſon for this Quere 3s, 


KF Conceive the Celebration of ehis Feaſt was inſtitu. 

Ff red by the ſame Authority, which changed the 
*ewiſh Sabbath into the Lord's Day or Sunaay ; for it 
will not be found in Scripture where Saturday is dif- 
charged to be kept, or turned into the Sunday ; where= 
fore it muſt be the Churches Authority that chang= MM 
ed the one and inſtituted the other. Therefore Myz 
Opinion is, that thoſe who will not keep this Feaſklf 
may as well return to the Obſervation of Saturd 

and refuſe the Weekly Sunday. When any Bodfi 

ſhew Me that herein I am in an errour, I ſhall a 

aſhamed to confeſs and amend it: Till wi 

know My mind, E 
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4 Prayer drawn by is MAY ESTT'S ſpe 

k cial direftion and Diftates, for a Bliſſing 
ys the Treaty at Uxbridge. 


\ Moſt mercitul Father, Lord God of 

y Peace and Truth, we a People ſorely: 
ited by the ſcourge of an unnatural War, 

© here earneſtly beſeech Thee to command 
Fa Bleſſing from Heaven upon this preſent Trea- 
' ty, begun for the eſtabliſhment of an happy 
Peace. Soften the moſt obdurate hearts with 
a true Chriſtan deſire of ſaving thoſe mens 
| blood for whom Cunrrsr himſelf hath ſhed his- 
Or, if the guile of our great ſins cauſe this 
Treaty to break off 1n vain, Lord let the 
Truth clearly appear, who thoſe men are, 
. which under pretence of the Publick Good do. 
purſue their own private ends; that this People 
may be no longer ſo blindly miſerable, as 
not to ſte, ar leaſt in this their Day, the 
C things that belong unto their Peace. Grant 
k. this, gracious God, for His ſake who is our 
beace it felf, even JzsUs Carisr our Lonp. 
C73» 


WE HARLES the Firfs Prayer for 


þn of Sin; uſeful for all People in all 
& or Conditions. 


Emighty and moſt merciful Father, look 
Edown upon Me thy unworthy Servant, 
Ehere proſtrate My ſelf at the Footſtool 
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42 His Majeſty's Prayers, 
of thy Throne of Grace: But look upon Me 
O Father, through the Mediation and in th 
Merits of Jes Us CHrRisrt, in whom Thy 
art only well pleaſed; for of My ſelf If 
not worthy to ſtand before Thee, or to f 
with my unclean lips to Thee, moſt] 
and Eternal Gon. For as in fin I was * 
ceived and born, fo likewiſe I have broll 
all thy Commandments by my ſinful Motion 
unclean Thoughts, evil Words, and wicked 
Works ; omitting many Duties I ought to do, 
and committing many Vices which Thou 
haſt forbidden under pain of thy heavy dil- 
pleaſure. As for my Sins, O Lord, 5 are 
Feral - wherefore 1 ſtand here able 
to all the Miſeries in this life, and everlaſting 
Torments in that to come, it Thou ſhouldit 
deal with Me according to My deſerts, TI 
confeſs, O Lord, that it is thy Mercy (which 
endureth for ever) and Thy Compathon g. 
(whicn never fails) which is the cauſe chat I&4 
have not been long ago conſumed: Bur wich 
Thee there is Mercy and plenteous Redemgy 
tion. In the Multitude thereture of * 
Mercies, and by the Merits of J=svus Cy 
I entreat Thy Divine Majzsty har 
wouldit not enter into Judgment wi 
Servant, nor be extream to mark 
done amiſs, but be Thou merciful u 
and waſh away all my Sins with hath 
Blood that my Saviour ſhed for Me.! : 
| beſeech Thee, O Lord, not only 
away all my Sins, bur alſo to pur 


"7M 


Y His Majeſty's Prayers. 43 
ob by Thy Holy Spirit from the droſs 
£00 natural fan ny And as Thou 
t add Days to my Life, ſo, Good Lord, 
teſecch Thee to add Repentance to my 
F- that when I have paſs'd this mortal 

I may be partaker "4 Thy everlaſting 
pdom, through the Merits of Jzsvs 
1R1ST Our Lord, eAmen. 


F 4 Prayer and Confeſſion in and for the Times 
of Afittion, lll: 


Lmighty and moſt mercitul Father, as 3t 

is only Thy goodneſs that admits of our 
imperfe& Prayers, and the knowledge that 
Thy Mercies are infinite which can give us 


any hope of Thy accepting or granting them ; 
ſo it 1s our bounden and neceſſary Duty © 
confeſs our Sins freely unto Thee And of all 

- Men living I have moſt need, moſt reaſon ſo 
& to do,no Man living having been ſo much ob- 
® "HH 'by Thee: That degree of Knowledge 
ich Thou haſt given Me, adding likewiſe 

e guilt of My Tranſgrefions. For was 
ough Ignorance that I ſuffered innocent 

to be ſhed by a falſe pretended way of 

2 Or thac L permitted a wrong way of 

þ to be ſet up in Scotland, and injured 
Shops in England? O no; but with 

and grief 1 confeſs, that 1 therein fol- 
Frhe. perſwaſiuns 'of wor ldly Wiſdom, 

ng the Dictates of a gt bt-informed 
Conſcience ; 


44 His Majeſty's Prayers. , 
Conſcience. Wherefore, O Lord, I havg 
no excuſe to make, no hope lefr, but in thi 
Multitude of Thy Mercies ; for I know 
Repentance weak, and My Prayers fay 
Grant theretore, merciful Father, 4 
ſtrengthen My Repentance and amend 
Prayers, that Thou may'ſt clear the Way 
Thine own Merctes; to which O let thy JN 
ſtice at laſt give Place, putting a ſpeedy en® 
to my.deſerved Aﬀflictions. In the mean TimeY 
give Me Patience to endure, Conſtancy a- 
gainſt Temprations, and a diſcerning Spirit 
to chuſe what is beſt for Thy Church and. 
People which "Thou haſt committed to My 
Charge, Grant this, O moſt merciful Father, 
for Thy Son JzsUus Curist's ſake, our only. 
Saviour, eAmen. 


His M aJtsSTYs Letter to His Son the Prince. & 
of Wales, June 2. 1646.. From Newcaltle. a 


Charles, - 


F* HIS 1s rather to tell you where I am, and thi 
am well, than at this time to dirett yall 

Thing, 1 having wrote fully to your Mother 
would have you to do; whom I command you 

in every Thing, except in RELIGION, cal 

which I am confident She will not Trouble yl 

ſee that you go not any whither withour Hl 
particular Directions. Let Me hear often fl 

and ſo GOD bleſs you. Y 
Newcaſtle, Tune 2. 1646 | ks 


LEY 


Your loving 
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CIC ELIE ICCECRAIES 

Majeſty's Proteſtation in the Head of 

s Army, between Stafford and Wallingten, 
Drembcr 19, 1642. 


FDo Promiſe in the preſence of Almighty GOD, 
Py and-as I hope for his Bleſſing and ProteQion, that 
F 1 will to the utmoſt of My Power defend and main* 
" tain The true Reformed Proteſtant Religion, eſtabliſhed in 
the Church of England ; And by the Grace of God in 
the ſame will live and dye. 

I defire to govern by the kmzown Laws of the Land, 
and that the Liberty and Property of the Subje# may be 
by them preſerved with the ſame care as My own juſt 
Rights. And if it pleaſe God, by His Bleſſing upon 
this Army raiſed for My neceſſary Defence, to pre- 
ſerve Me from this Rebellion: I do ſolemnly and 
faithfully Promiſe in the ſighr of God, to maintain zhe 
juſt Priviledges and Freedom of Parliament, and to govern 
by the known Laws of the Land to My utmoſt Power, 
and particularly to obſerve inviolable the Laws conſent- 
ed to by Me this Parliament. In the mean while, if this 
time of War, and the great neceſſity and ſtraits I 
am now driven to, beget any violation of thoſe, I 

pe it ſhall be imputed by God and Man to the 
thors of this War, and not to Me, who have fo 
By laboured for the Preſervation of the Peace of 
do. 

LI willingly fail in theſe particulars, I will 
d aid or relief from any Man, or ProteGon 
ven: But in this Reſolution I hope for the 
Aſſiſtance of all good Men, and am confident 

& Bleſling. 


Bon 
oy S* 


His 


4.6 


His MajesTy's Speech and Proteſtaj 
tion, before H1s receiving the Holy H 
chariſt, at Chriff-Church in Oxford. 16 


His MAjesTy being to receive the? 
crament from the Hands of the Lord AM 
biſhop of Armagh, «ſed theſe Publ | 
E xpreſſuons, immediately before His re-=F 
ceiving the bleſſea Elements; He roſe up. 
from His Rees, and beckning to the Arch= 
biſhop for a ſhort forb:arance, made this 
Proteſtation. 


Y Lord, I eſpie here many reſolved Pro= 
feſtants, who may declare to the 

World the Reſolution I do now make. I 
have to the utmoſt of My Power prepared 
My Soul to become a Worthy Receiver: And # 
may I ſo receive comfort by the Bleſſed Sa- i. 
crament, as I do intend the eſtabliſhment of 
of the true Reformed Proteſtant Religion, as IM 
ſtood in its beauty in the happy Days 
Queen Elizabeth, without any conniverli 
Popery. I bleſs God, that in the my 
theſe Publick Diſtractions, I have ſtill 
to Communicate; And may this Sag 
be My Damnation, if My Heart do if 
wich. My Lips in this Proteſtation, *? 


*/ 


bs #s Majeſty's Farewell Speech unto the 
KL ords Conmilſ oners at Newport 7 the 
We of Wight. Novemb. 1645. 


LORDS, you are come to take your leave 

' of Me, and I believe we ſhall ſcarce ever ſee 

FE ocher again: But God's Will be done; I thank 

, I have made my Peace with him, and ſhall with- 

out Pear undergo what he ſhall be pleaſed to ſuffer 


| "Men ro do unto Me. 


My Lords, you cannot but know, that in My fall 
and ruine you ſee your own, and that alſo near to 


you; I pray God ſend you better Friends than I 


have found. 
I am fully informed of the whole carriage of the 


Plot againſt Me and mine ; and nothing ſo much af-- 
flits Me, as the ſenſe and feeling I have of the ſufer- 


ings of my SubjeQs, and the ifaries that hang over 
My three Radoms, drawn upon them by thoſe who 


(upon pretences of publick good) violently purſue 


their own Intereſts and Ends. 


Theſe words His Majefly delivered with much alaerity 
agd cheerfulneſs, with a ſerene counrenance,* and 8 care 


th tate free from al difturbance 


Several 
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4.8 | Papers Relating fo 


Several Things relating to His Manjzstyl 
Death. - 3 


A Quezre Propounded by His MATJE STN 


Hereas by the Letter of the Law all P( 
charged to offend againſt the Law ought 
tried by their Peers or Equals, what the Law is 
Perſon queſtioned is without a Peer. And if ths 
(which of it ſelfis but a dead Letter) ſeems to cond 
him, by what Power ſhall Judgment be given, Mi 
who ſhall give it ? Or from whence ſhall the Adminii 
ſtrators of ſuch Judgment derive their Power, which Wn” 
may {by the ſame Law) be deemed the ſupreme Pow. WV 
er or authority of Magiſtracy in the Kingdom, 


His M aJEsTY's Reaſons againſt the pretended 
Furiſdifion of the High Court of Juſtice, 
which he intended to have delivered in Wri- 
ting on Monday, January 22. 1648. but was 
not permitted. 


Aving already made My Proteſtations, not only _ 
againſt the liegality of this pretended Coure, | 

but alto That no Earthly Power can juſtly call Me: 
(who am your King) in queſtion as a Delinquent 
would not any more open My Mouth upon this: 
cafion, more than to refer My ſelf to what I have ſpokg 
were I in this Caſe alone concerned. But the I 
f owe to God in the preſervation of the true I 
of My People, will not ſuffer Me at this tim 
ſilent. For how can any free-born Subje&-of 
call Life, or any thing he poſſeiſeth his own 
without Right daily make new, and abrogaff 
Fundamental Lawsof the Land? Which B 
to be the prefent Caſe. Wherefore when I caf 
I expe&ed that you would have endeavouret 
ſatisfied Me concerning theſe grounds what 
Me to anſwer to your pretended Impeachmel 
ſince I ſee that nothing I can ſay will move yo 


His Majeſty's Speeches and Tryal. _ 49 

- (though Negatives are not ſo naturally proved as Afﬀeir- 
Snatives) yet I will ſhew you the Reaſon why I am 
Waſfident you cannot Judge Me, nor indeed the mean- 
Lian in England: For I will not, (like you) without 
ins a Reaſon, ſeek to impoſe a belief upon My 


* 


d. 
\ ”, 
» 


fe is no proceeding juft againſt Here about 1 was 
In,but what is warranted either Pops, and not ſuf= 
M's Laws,or the Municipal Laws fered to ſpeak any 
fe Countrey where he lives. Now w*:ore concerning 
SIM moſt confident this days pro- Reaſons. 
F ceeding cannot be warranted by God's ; 

” Law ; for, on the contrary, the authority of Obedience 
unto Kingsis clearly warranted and ftrittly commanded 
both in the Old and New Teſtament ; which if denyed, 
Tam ready inſtantly to prove. And for the Queſtion now 
in hand, there it is ſaid, That where the: Word of a King is, 

| there is Power; and who may ſay unto him, What doft thou? 
 Eecl. viii. 4. Then for the Law of this Land, I am no 
leſs confident that no learned Lawyer will aſhcm than an 
Impeachment can lye againſt the King, they all going 
in His Name; and one of their Maxims 1s, That che 
King can do no wrong. Beſides, the Law upon which you 
ground your proceedings muſt either be old or new: 

| if old, ſhew it; if new, tell what Authority warranted 
by the Fundamental Laws of the Land hath made ir, 
L ardarhen. But how the Houſe of Commons can ere& 
SS. of Judicature, which was never one itſelf (as 

Ell known to all Lawyers) I leave to God and all the 

W to judge : And it were full as ſtrange, thatthey 

pretend to make Laws without a King or Lords 

to any that -have heard ſpeak of the Laws of 
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titting,but not granting,that thePeople of £x- 
amiſſion could grant your pretended Power, 

ng you can ſhew for thar ; for certainly you 

d the Queſtion of the tenth Man in the King- 

In this way you manifeſtly wrong even the 
pugh-man,if you demand not his free conſent: 
Dy pretend any colour for this your pretended 
 - E Com- 


Fo His Majeſty's Speeches and Tryal, 
Commiſſion, without the conſent at leaſt of the m 7 
_ part of every Man in England, of whatſoever qualiry 
condition, which I am ſure you never went a boi 
ſeek ; ſo far are you from having it. Thus you 
A ſpeak not for My own Right alone, as I ang 
King, bur alſo for the true Liberty of all My $ 
which conſiſts not in the power of Governmeng 
Iiving under ſuch Laws, ſuch a Government? 
give themſelves the beſt aſſurance of their 2 
-property of their Goods. Nor in this muſt or dt 4 
- get the Privileges of both Houſes of Parliament, Wy 
this days Proceedings do not only violate, but l:kewiY 
occaſion the greateſt breach of their publick Faith thy . 
"(I believe) ever was heard of : with which I am far * 
from charging the two Houſes; for all pretended 
Crimes laid againſt Me bear Date long before this late 
Treaty at Newport, in which I having concluded as much 
as in Me lay, and hopefully expeing the Houſes a. 
greement thereunto, I was ſuddenly ſarpriz'd, and hur. 
Tied from thence as a Priſoner,upon which account Tam 
againſt My will bronghr hither ; where ſince I am come, 
I cannot but to my Power defend the ancient Laws 
and Liberties of this Kingdom, together with my own 
Juſt Right. Then, for any thing I can ſee, the Higher | 
Houſe'ts totally excluded. And for the Houſe of Com. M. 
mons, 1t is too well known that the major part of them 


are detained or deterred from fitting ; ſo as, if I alt 
no other, this were ſufficient for Me to proteſt, 
the LawfuJneſs of your pretended Court. Belid® 
this, the Peace of the Kingdom is not the lealtial 
thoughts; and what hopes of Settlement is there 
as the Power reigns without Rule or Law, chan 
whole frame of that Government under which 
dom hath flouriſhed for many hundred years ?} 

I fay what will fall out, in caſe this Lawleſsr 
cecding againſt Me do go on.) And belie 
Commons of Englend will not thank you for t is 

for they will remember how happy they hav 

der the Reign of Queen E/;zabeth, the King N 

and My ſelf, until the beginning of theſs? 
Troubles, and will have cauſe to doubt thi tea 


. His Majeſty's Speeches and Tryal. Fx | 

mever be ſo happy under any.new. And by this time it - 

WI be too ſenſibly evident, that the Arms. I took up 

& only to defend the Fundamental Laws of this : 

Bom, againſt thoſe who have ſuppoſed My- Power - 

ptally changed the ancient Government. 

t having ſhewed you briefly the Reaſons why I 

fubmit to your pretended Authority, without” 

> the Truſt which I have from God for the-- 

Fand Liberty of. My People ; I expe@ from you - 

Elear Reaſons to convince My Judgment, ſhew=-- 

Me thar Lam in an Error (and then truly-I wills 
Ewcr) or that you will withdraw your proceedings. 


This 1 intended to-ſpeak in Weſtminſter- Hp!! oz *: 
Monday the 224. of January, but againſt'- 
Reaſon was hindered to ſhew My Reaſonss- 


I. A true Relation of the King's Speech to the - 
Lady Eitzabeth and the Duke of Gloceſter,.. 
the Day before His Death, 


H' S Children being come. to meet Him, He firſt + 
| | gave His Bleſling:to the Lady Elizabeth, and bad 
her remember. to tell her Brother James, when ever ſhe--: 
ſhould fee him, That it was his Father's laſt*deſfire, . 

 xlikg. he ſhould no more. look:upon Charles as his elder 
"IO x only, but be obedient unte him as his Sove* 
ind that they ſhould love one another, and for«-- 
air Father's Enemies. . Then faid the King to - 
meat Heart, you'l forget this: No, ({faid ſhe) 1 ſhall * 

rea it while 1 tive: And pouring forth abun» 
£ Tears, promiſed him to write down the Par- 


Whe King taking the Duke of Glouceſter upon 
(Baid, Sweet-heart, now they will cut off thy Fa- 
{upon which Words the Child looked very 
on Him) Mark Child what 1 ſay, They will cus ” 
, and perhaps make thee a King : But mark what © 
pau  10t be a King, jo long as your Brothers, Charles 


Bao. live; For they will cut off your Brothers Heads 


F2 His Majeſty's, &c. 
(when they can catch them) and cut off thy Head too at thi 
laſt: And therefore I charge you, do not be made a King 
them. At which the Child ſighing, ſaid, 7 w:ll bet 
in pieces fir} ; Which falling ſo unexpettedly fromy 

fo Young, it made the King rejoyce exceedingly 


II. efnither Relation from the Lad) Elizal 


own Hind. 


Hat the King ſaid to Me the 29:h of Jan. 16M 
being the laſt time I had the happineſs ro ſee 

Him, He told Me, He was glad I was come, and al- Y 
though He had not time to fay much, yet ſomewhat * 
He had to fay to Me, which He had not to another, 
or heave in writing; becauſe He feared their cruelty 
was ſuch, as that they » ould not have permitted Him 
to write to me. He wiſhed me not to grieve and tor= 
ment My ſelf for Him, for that would be a glorious 
Death that He ſhould dye ; it being for the Laws and 
Liberties of this Land, and for maintaining the true 
Proteſtant Religion. He bid Me read Biſhop Anarews's 
vermons, Hooker's Eccleſiaſtical Polity, and Biſhop Laud's 
Book againſt Fiſher, which weuld ground me againſt 
Popery. He told me; He had forgiven all His Ene= 
mies, and hoped God would forgive them alſo; and- 4 
commanded us, and all the reft of My Brothers at&t 
Siſters, to forgive them. He bid me tell My Ma 

Fhat His thoughts had never ſtrayed from Her 

that His Love ſhould be the ſame to the laſt, Wik 

He commanded me and my Brother, to be Obediex 

Her : And bid me fend His Bleſling to the refſt 
Brothers and Siſters, with commendation to. 

Friends. So after He had given me his bleſſingy 

my leave. 2 

Further, He commanded us all to forgivt 

People, but never to truſt them ; fer they I 

moſt falſe to Him, and to thoſe that gave them 

and He feared alſo, to their own Souls : Ang! 

Me not to grieve for Him, for He ſhould dye \ 
tyr, and that He doubted not but the Lord wowl 
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4 Lift if -Hi Fudges. 3 | 

We His Throne upon His Son, and that we ſhould be - 

1. happier, than. we could have © expetted to have 
n,1f He had lived : Witch many other Things, which 

tefent I cannot remember, 


ELIZ ABETH. 


nother Relation from the Lady Elizabeth. - 


E King ſaid to the Duke of Glocefter, That He*- 

F would fay.nothing to Him,but what was for the - 

dof his Soul : He told him, That He heard the Army -.. 

EF mtended to make him King; but 1t was a Thing nor - 

” Fof him to take upon him, if he regarded the wel-:- 

fare of his Soul, for he had two Brothers before him ;: - 

and therefore commanded him- upon His Blefling, nes -. 
ver to accept of it, unleſs it redounded lawfully -up. - 

on him: And commanded him to fear the:-Lord, .and--3 

He-would provide for him. -.. 


vs 


The Perſans that Sate when Judgment was gives 


pon the Life of their King ; whereof 58 fignd-* | 


the Warrant for the Murder of bim--their - 
Sovereign. 


 Serjeant John 1Bradiþaw, Preſident. - 
kg. D!itver WMromwel, : Ifaac Pennington,Alder;: #. 
General Areton, Col. Yenry Parten, 
Bile, Eſq; - Col. William Purefoy, +. 
Lan: Day, Eſq;-:; Col. John Werefted, 
gedzeſſe Waller, -. Nohn Wlackeſton, 
glentine Walton, Wilbert Pillington, ., 
bomas DYarriſon, Sir William Conftable.*.. 
Ward Whaley, Col. Codmund Ludlow, ©, 
omas Jd2ide, $ Col. Fohn BWautchinſon, 4 
ac Ewer, Sir Pichael LLiveſey, -. 
F Lord Gray; . Col. Robert Titchburn;*, 
meDanvers, Col. D wen J\ ow?, - 
as Palcverer, Col. Robect Lilburne, 7. 
Wn Dourthier, . Col. Adzian Þcrope, - 


(4 A Lift f 1 His Tadges. 

Will, Beveningham, Eſq; Col. Richard RS, F 
Col. John Dkey, Thomas Scot, Eſq; 4 
Col. Pewſon, Tho, Andzews, Alla 
Col. UNilliam Goffe. William Cawley, | 
Coznelius Yolland, Eſq; Anthony Stapeleyj 

Mr. Tarew, Col. John Downe! 

Col. John {ones. Col. Thomas Yor 
Miles Cozbet, Eſq; Col. Tho, Pammg 
goes Alfen, Eſq; Micholas Love, 
Peregzine ' 60h Eſ q; UMincent Porter, \ 
Col. John MPooze, Auguitine Garland, 
Col. John Alured. Iohn Dirwel, if 
Col. Penry Dmith. Col. Geozge F [eetwood; 4 
1umphiey Cowards.Eſq; - Simon Papne, 
G2cgozy Clement, Eſq; Col. James "Comple, 
Thomas Wogan, Eſq; Peter Temple, 

Sir Gzegozy Jo2ton, Pani WBlagzave, 
Col. Edmond Yarvey, Col. Thomas Uaite, 
Col. John Uenne, In all LXV. 


Counſellors Affiſtant to dra up the Charge. 


Dotor If aact Doriſlawm, 
As Ke, 


William ZHrteele, who excuſed himſelf by Sichuſs, 3 


Tohn Cooke. Solicitor. 
Dendy Serjeant, Mace-bearer. 


Mroaebren. and IDhelps, Clerks. 


His Majeſty being taken away by the Guard, as Fw. 
down the Stairs, the inſolent Souldiers ſeoffed at Hin 
ing the Smo3k of their Tobacco (# thing very difty 
Him) in His Face, and throwing their Pipes in þ 
And one more inſolent than the reſt, ſpitting in | 
His Majeſty, according to His wonsed Heroick Pori 
no more notice of ſo ſtrange and barbarous an + 
than to wipe it off with His Handkerchief. 

As He paſſ:d along, hearing the rabble of Seuldil 
ont Juſtice, Juſtice, He ſaid, BE 

Poor Souls, £576 piece of Money tacy "We 
lo for their Commanders, — 


FF 


Ws MajnzsTry's laſt Speech on 
Y he Scaftold at His Marty rdom, 
anuary 3o. 1645. 


all be very little heard of any body here, Ifhall 

Rherefore Speag a Word unto you here : Indeed [ 

FSould hold My Peace very well, if I did not think 

& that holding My peace would make ſome Men think 

” thar I did ſubmit to the Guilt, as well as the Puniſh- 

ment: Burt I think it My Duty to God firſt, and then 

ro My Country, for to clear My ſelf both as an Ho- 

neft Man, a good King, and a good Chriſtian. 

I ſhall begin firſt with My Innocency. In troth, I 

think it not very needful for Me to iaſfiſt long upon 

this, for all the World knows that I never did begin a 

War firſt with the two Houſes of Parliament; and I 

call God to Witneſs, to whom I muſt ſhortly. make an 

account, that I never did intend to encroach upon 

- their Privileges : they began upon Me it 1s the Militzs 

they began upon; they confeſt that the Mil:tia was 

Mine, but they thought it fit for to have it from Me ; 

- and to be ſhort, if any Body will look to the Dates of 

_Szmiſſions, of their Commiſſions and Mine, and like- 

the Declarations, they will ſee clearly that they 

theſe unhappy Troubles, not I. So thatas to the 

t of theſe Enormous Crimes that are laid againſt 
hope in God that God will clear Me of it, I will 
Tam in Charity) God forbid that I ſhould lay ic 
two Houſes of Parliament ; there is no neceſ(- 
ither : I hope they are free ef this Guilt, For 
zve that 11] Inſtruments between them and Me 
h the chief cauſe of all this blood-ſhed. So 
bay of Speaktng, as I find My ſelfclear of this, 
hd pray God, that they may too. Yet for all 
fd forbid that I ſhould beſo ill a Chriſtian as not 
that God's Judgments are juſt upon Me ; many 
—— times 
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| =--cimes he does pay) uſtice by el unjuſt I, that 
| 1s ordinary. I will only ſay this, That ag 

þ gromer=ro unjuft Sentence that I ſuffered for to ta 

 __-effkeCt 1s, puniſhed now by an unjuſt..$ 

ence upon Me. That is-----So far I have ſaid, to 

you that I am an innocent Man. 4 

Now for to ſhew you that I am a good Chrx 


SS 


*Point'ng to 1 hope © there is a good Man that wil 
the Biſhop: Me witneſs that I have forgiven al 
ot Londen. World, and even thoſe in particular 
have been the chief cauſers of My Rath : Who mf 
are, God knows, I do not deſire to know ; I pray Gol 
forgive them. But this is not all, My Charity muſt *_F 
go further ; I wiſh that they may repent; for indeed "WF 
they have committed a great Sin in that particular : I | 
pray. God with St. Szephern, that this be not laid to their -- 
Charge. Nay, not only ſo, but that they. may take -- 
the right way to the Peace of the Kingdom: For My. 
Charity commands me nor only to forgive particular - 
Men, but My Charity commands Me to endeavour to 
the laſt gaſp the Peace of the Kingdom. 
Ge Garle, YO, vIrs,T do wiſh with all My Sou), (* and - 
man thas TI do hope there is ſome here will carry it - 
wrote, © Further) that they may endeavour the Peace - 
| of the Kingdom. = 
Now, Sirs, .I muſt ſhew you both how you .are qui = {| 


” 


— 


*-Turning to 


of the way, and will put you in a way. FE 
Firſt, You are out of the way. For certainlyll 
way you ever have had yet, as I could find by an 
is the way of Conqueſt, Certainly this is an it 
For Conqueſt, Sir, in My Opinion, is never jul 
cept there be a good juſt Cauſe, either for ma 
Wrong, or juft Title ; and thea if you go bey 
the firſt Quarrel that you have to ir, that mal 
juſt at the end that was juſt ar the firſt. - By 
only matter of Conqueſt, than ir is a great| 
aSa Pirate faid to 4lexander, that He was the x 
ber, he was but a petty Robber. And fo, | 
think the way that you are in is much out of! 
Now, Sir, for to put you in the way ; bgliew 
will never do right, nor God will never prof 
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until you give God his Dne, the King his Due, (that 
LMy Succeſſors) and the People their Due : Iam as 
geh for them as any of you. 
pu muſt give God his due, by regulating rightly 
jurch according to the Scripture, which 1s now 
torder. For to ſet you in a way particularly, now 
it ; but only this, A National Synod, freely cal- 
ly debating among themſelves, muſt ſettle this, 
that every Opinion is freely and clearly heard. 
wr the King, indeed I will not, ——— 
-*% en turning to % Gentleman that touched the Axe, He 
" _ Hurt not the Ax, that may hurt Me.) For the King, 
the Laws of the Land willclearly inſtru& you for that ; 
therefore, becauſe it concerns My Own particular, I 
only give you a touch of it. £4 
For the People; And truly I deſire their Liberty and 
Freedom as much as any Body whomſoever : But I muſt 
tcl! you, that their Liberty and Freedom confifts in hays 
ing of Government,thoſe Laws by which their Life and 
Goods may be moſt their own, Ir 1s not for having 
ſhare in Government, Sir; that 1s nothing pertaining 
to them ; a Subject and a Soveraign are clear different 
Things. And therefore until they do that, I mean, 
that you do put the People in that Liberty as I ſay, cer. 
-  tainly they will never enjoy themſelves, Sirs, It was 
his that now I am come here : If I would have 
Way to an Arbitrary way, for to have all Laws 


E according to the power of the Sword, I need 
We come here ; and therefore I tell] you, (and I 


y ſay this to you, That in truth I could have 
me little time longer, becauſe that I would 
a1s that I have ſaid in a little more order, and 
ter digeſted than I have done ; and therefore 
hk will excuſe Me. 
delivered My Conſcience : T pray God that 


fake-thoſe courſes that are beſt for the good of 
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tedom and your own Salvation. 
men the Biſhop ſaid, Though 
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ow 4 FOI" "FOARINS . "- Oo. 4 AE er aa RO om 
| FB His Majeſty's Speeches and Death, | 
Though'ir be very well known what Your Majeſty's. 4 
affeftions are to the Proteſtant Religion, yet it may be4 
expeQed that You ſhould ſay ſomething for the World 
fatisfafQion in that particular, 4 
WWhereupon the King replica, -j 
T thank you very heartily, My Lord, for that; 
almoſt forgotten it. 'Y 
In troth, Sirs, My Conſcience in Religion, T & 
1s:very well known to all the World; and ther 
I declare before you all, That I die a Chriftian;) 
cording to the yea the CHURCH of 
EO. GLAND, as I found it lefr Me by My Fat 
the nies ® ther: * and this honeſt Man, I hi, W1 1” 
| witneſs it. | my ® 
_ Then turning to the Officers he ſaid, 
Sirs, Excufe Me for this ſame. I have a good Cauſe, 
and I have a gracious God. I will ſay no more. 
Then to Colonel Hacker He ſaid, 
Take care that they do not put Me to Pain, And, 
Sir, this, and it pleafe you -—--- 
But a Gentleman coming near the Axe, the King ſaid, 
Take heed of the Axe, pray take heed of the Axe; 
And to the Executioner He ſaid, 
'F ſhall ſay but very fhore Prayers, and when I thruſt 
out my Hands —- 


Then He call to the Biſhop for His Gap, and having pub: 
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it 0n, asked the Executioner, | _ 
Does My Hair trouble you ? 

Who dtfired Him to put it all under His Cap: wh 

He was doing by the help of the Biſhop and the Execill 

He turned to the Biſhop, and ſaid, 
I have a good Cauſe and a gracious God on Mwl 

The Biſhop ſaid, —_— 

Tt There 1s but one Stage more ; which thoud 

bulent. and troubleſome, yer is a very ſhort og 
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T.Theſe Words were ſpoken upon occaſion of priv 
courſe between His Majeſty and the Biſhop concarning 
weral Stages of Man's Life, and his courſe through th 
alluſion to Poſts and Stages in a Race. I 


um pens. 
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xmay conſider it will ſoon carry You a very great way ; 
will carry You from Earth to Heaven ; and there 
b-- p will find, to Your great joy, the prize You haſten 
a Crowh of Glory. 
[be King adj»yns, 

Þ from a Corruptible to an Incorruptible Crown 
4 no diſturbance can be, no diſturbance in the 


. You are exchanged from a Temporal to an 
| al Crown: A good Exchange. 
" Then the King asked the Executioner, 

" IsMy Hair well ? 

F And Fries off His Cloak and George, He delivered His 

F George 7o the Biſhop, ſaying, Remember. 

Then putting off His Doublet, and being in His Waſf- 
coat, He put on His Cloak again, and looking upon the Blick, 
ſaid to the Executioner, 

You mult ſer it faſt. 
Execut. It 1s faſt, Sir. Ne 

KING, It might have been a little higher. 

Execut. It can be no higher, Sir. 

K I NG. When I put out My Hands this way, then. 


Then having ſaid a few Words to Himſelf, as He ſtood, 


:. with Hands and Eyes lified up, immcdiately Roping aown 
_ He laid His Neck on the Block ; and the Executioner again 


77" putting His Hair under His Cap, His .Ma 2jeſty thinking he 


ts 7 going fo ſtrike, bad him 

for the Sign. 

7 ut. Yes, I will, and it leaf Your Maj eſty. 

i ſbort pauſ, e, His Majeſty ftretching path His 

+ the Executioner at one blow ſevered His Head from 
x: Which being. held up and ſhewed to the People, 

b& His Body put into a Coffin covered with Black Vel= 
carried into Bis Loaging. 
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